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WEZREAS T el hes meintained a Patent, Copyright and Trademark Law as Title 24 of the Liberian

: . T Cagrersid portion of said Title 24 was re-enacted as “An Act Adopting a New Copyright
2w of == Repobiie of Tibada™ which came into effect on July 30, 1997; and,

WIEREAS the Pztent a=d Trademark portions along with other related areas of said Title were

-

devsioped B2o te Tadeciie! Property Act of Libera which came into effect on April 30, 2003; and,

WHERFEAS, each of these Acts establish an office to regulate the specific aspect of Intellectual Property
within the scope of each Act; and,

WHEREAS, under this arrangement Liberia maintains a Copyright Office separate and distinct from its
Industrial Property Office; and,

WEREEAS #7hs mrengement has created umnecessary bureaucracies and disjointed operations in
Libera’s Intellectial Property regime; and,

REALIZING that it is necessary to combine the Copyright Office and Industrial Property Office and to
meke them more rtesponsive, bath organizationally and functionally, and thereby remove such
unwarranted bureaucracies and disjointed operations in order to establish an integrated and efficient =
Intellectual Property regime for the Country; and, :

ACKNOWLEDGING that rationalization of the organizational and functional structures of the
Government of the Republic of Libeda promotes economic development, efficiency in utilization of
FESOUTSES Zmd Siicotivencss in the delivery of public services:

NOW THEREFORE, it is esacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Republic of Liberia,
in Legislature assembled.



PARTI
PRELIMINARY PROVISIONS

" Section 1
Title/Short Title

§1.1 Title
This Act is entitled “An Acttc Repeal An Act Adopting a New Copyright Law
approved July 23, 1997; and the Industrial Property Act of Liberia Approved Mamh

Title 24 of the Libenian Code of Laws Revised, and to epact in their stead 2 New T: 22 =2 22 known a5
the “Libernia Intellectual Property Act, 2014”7,

§1.2 Short Titie/Citation
This Act may be cited as the “Intellectual Property Act”

Section 2
REPEALER

§2.1 “An Act Adopting a New Copyright Law of the Republic of Liberiz, July 23, 13977

A

The Act Adopting a New Copyright Law of the Republic of Liberia, July 23, 1997 is hereby repealed in
its entirety.

§ 2.2 The Industrial Property Act
The Industrial Property Act of Libenia of March 20, 2003 is hereby repealed In its entirety.
Seciion 3
DEFINITIONS
$3.1. In this Act, unless the context otherwise reguires.
“Anonymous work” means a work on the copies or sound recordings of wihich =5 natéral persen 1S
identified as author.

“ Anti-trust laws” means statutes directed against unlawful restraints of trade and monopohss.

pe}



“Architectural work” means the design of 2 brilding as embodied in any tangible medium of expression,
inchading 2 building, architecturs! pless, or Sewimss. The work inchudes the overall form as well as the

rrengement and composition of spaces and elements in the design, but does not include individual
standard featnres,

“ARIPU” means the African Regionai Inteliectual Property Organization.

“Ariistic work™ means any of the fofiowing or works similar thereto irrespective of artistic quality works

equIvalent o)
a) paimiings, drawings, %rcnmgs, iTthographs, woodcuts, engravings or prints.
b) maps, plans and diagr=ras.
c) works of sculpture,

d) photographs not comprised in audio-visual works.

o

e} works of architecture In the form of hoildings or models; and

1} works of artistic craftsmanship, pictorial woven tissues and articles of applied handicraft and

]l ot W2
L

7

“Applicant” means the author or a literary, scientific or artistic work, his heirs and assigns, and the
proprietor thereof. ;

“Author” means to the person who has created a lterary, scientific or artistic work and includes writers,
playwrights, composers, designers, painters, architects, sculptors, engravers, lithographers, illustrators,

hotographers, translators, arrangers, adaptors, and afi ather creators of literary, scientific or artistic
WoIKs ;

“Audiovisual works” means works thet comsist of 2 sedes of related Imzses which- are intrinsically
mtended to be shown by the use of machines or devices such as projectors, viewers, or electronic

equipnrent, together with accompanying sounds, if any, regardless of the nature of the material, such as
films or tapes in which works are embodied.

“Banmi Protocol” means the Protoce! on Marks withs e Tramework of ARPO.

“Basic zpplication” means an applicsicn fx regsteton of a mark, filed with the Director General and

which 1s used as a basis for the filing of an iImt=nerms? zoeficarion under the Madrid Protocol.

“Basic regiswation” means a matk regsied by o Lsereor General and which is used as the basis for the

=

filing of an International applicatics tnder the M P

)|

ol

“Berne Convention” means to the Barmne Cosreemie 5= e Protection of Literary and Artistic Works.

r




“Berne Convention of 19717 refers  the P=is Act of tis Convention of 24 July 1971.

“Board” means the Board of Directeors.

“Broadcasting” means the tranermissios oy wx=liess mesns for public reception of sounds or of images and
sounds -or of the representaticms therect &‘uf;":; Tznsmission by satellite; it includes transmission of

encrypted signals where the mezns &= docypsng == provided to the public by the broadcaster or with the
broadcaster’s consent.

“Budapest Treaty” means the Trestv oo ia= Imermenional Recognition of the Deposit of Microoreanisms
: g 5

tor the Purposes of Patent Procedizs, dene =z Budepest on April 28, 1977, as amended.

“Business identifler” means any discuotive sign ﬂd shall include any mark, business symbol, trade name
or emblem used by an enterprise to convey, in the course of industrial or commercial activities, a
particular commercial identity or commsercial origin with respect to an enterprise or the products produced
or the services rendered by that enterprise,

“Certification mark™ means 2 sign that is nsed to indicate that specified standards or characteristics,

!
mcluding guaiity, origin or method of prode=tion heve been complied with in respect of goods or services
as certified by or under the control of the helder of the registration of the mark.

“Collective mark” means any mark that belongs to a collective organization such as a cooperative, an
assoclation or a federation of industries, producers or traders.

“Collective work”™ means a work which has been created by two or more natural persons at the initiative
and under the direction of 2 patura! persen of legal entity with the understanding that it will be disclosed
by the latter person or entity under his or ifs own name and that the identity of the contributing natural
persons will not be indicated in the work :

“Commumacaiion to the pubiic™ means the fransmission by any means, other than by broadcasting, of
images or sounds or both of 2 work, a performeance or a sound recording in such a way that the images or
sounds can be perceived by persons outside the normal circle of a family and iis closest socizal
acquaintances at a place ot places so distant from the place where the transmission originates that, without
the Fansmission, the images O Sommas wowd not be ;\. cejvable, ;rrespecmve of whether the person can
receive mm=gzes or sounds at the same piace and time, or 2t different places or times individually chosen by
them.

“Common Regulations” means the Common Reguiations under the Madnd Agreement and the Madrid
Protocoi.”

“Compilation” means a work formed by the collection and assembling of pre-existing materials or of data
that are selected, coordinated, or ammanged i such 2 way that the resulting work as 2 whole constitutes an
originai work of authorship.



“Compulsory licenses™ means licenses issued by the government allowing someone else to produce the
D ; = ;

patented product or process without the consent of the patent owner. It is one of fhe Haxihiinias of natens

protection.

“Computer” means an electronic or similar device having information-processine capabilities

“Computer program” means a set of instructions expressed in words, codes, schemes or 1B anv other form_
which is capable, when incorporated in a medium that the computer can read, of causing a computer to
perform or achieve a particular task or result.

“Copies” means material objects, other than sound recordings, in which a work is fixed by any method
now known or later developed, and which the work can be perceived, wmproduced, o otherwie
communicated, either directly or with the aid of a machine or device. it includes the material object, other
than a sound recording, in which the work is first fixed.

“Copy” means a reproduction of a work in any manner or form and includes a sound or audio-visual
recording of a work and any perznanent or transient storage of a work in any medium, by any technology.

“Copyright” means a bundle of exclusive legal rights concerned with the protection of literary and arfistic
works, also known as “works”. However, where the work is produced by offcizis, Smplovess, of
workers, as part of their duties, the persons who employ them shall be entitled o copyright origmally,
unless the contrary results from a contract or regnlations applying to the parties concarned Fmiber where
the work is commissioned by a person who is not the employer of the author and who pays or agrees to
pay for it and the work made in pursnance of that commission, the person who so comrmissioned the work
shall be entitled to copyright originally, unless there is a stipulation to the contrary or he has not fuifilled -
his agreement. :

“Copyright Owner”, with respect to anyone of the exclusive rights comprised in a copyright, means the
owner of that particular right. :

“Court” means a court of justice of the Republic of Liberia_

“Deputy Director” means one of the principle depuiies io the Director General responsible for te
Copyright Office or the Industrial Property Office.

“Dernivative work™ means a work based upon ore or more presxisting works, such as 2 transletion, meusical
arrangement, dramatization, fictionalization, motion pictore version, sound recording, @t reprodnorien
abridgement, condensation, or any other form in which a work may be recast, rensformed or adarded A
work comsisting of editorial revision annotations, izboration, or other modificatons, whicth = = whols,
represent an original work of authorship.

“Device machine™ or “process” means cne now kaowa or later developed.

“Display work” means to show a copy of i, either directly or by means of z fil
any other device or process or, in the case of 2 motion picture or other znSgoviseal
individual images non-sequentially.
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“=ec=x Generai” means the Divecior General of the Liberia Intellectual Property Office.

_1_723“"“0?3 means the lawful placement into public circulation of the original or a copy of a work, a
Sxanos of a performance or a2 phonogram in tangible form through sale or other transfer of ownership,

=obvimg impestsg £ the porposs of sach putting into c:rcmaﬁon and public offering for sale and other
=ncter AT e

‘L
LR e S B u%’ir.h...;"-‘_i.u. 2

USTVe TREmse . memTs @ ooonss granted to the effect that the licensor is bound to abstain from
g zny squivalent license to another person in Liberia and, to abstain from exploiting the licensed
usirisl pr p’eft}' Rguu himself i Libetia,

":&f;:""" on” means any of the ‘“‘ﬂfﬁvm“o acts:

{2} it the petent has been grauted i respect of a product:

i.  making, offering for sale, selling and using the product.
1.  importing such product for the purposes of offering for sale, selling or using the product;

{5} if the petent hes been granted in respect of a process
1_ "-\:‘.ﬂ-cr t_fs T'ﬂ'r‘_?*b
i.  gomg emy of the acts referred to in item (a) in respect of 2 product obtained directly by
means of the process;

Geographical indications” means indications which identify a good as originating in the territory of a
dember State or a region or locality, in that territory where a given quality, reputation or other
characteristic of the good is essentially attributable to its geozraphical origin;

“Harare Protocol” means the Protocol on Patents and industrial Designs within the Framework of ARIPO;

“Hgeider of an intermshicns Rﬁauauuu means a natursl of legal person in whose name the internmational
Tegsaatyon 1S recorded on the Intermational Register;

“Industnal designs” means a useful arficle which is ornamental (attractive) or aesthetic (visual/artistic). It
may consist of three-dimensional featurss such as the shape or surface of the article, or two- dimensicnal
features such as patterns, lines or color;

y

SSTYS 11 - T eiro r 1 - 7, e i
I IesTme 55 “33:193?103 o oFzm 18ZISG24in Of 2 mark under the Madnd

g—nq‘-s

iaticnal Clessificeins” me== = regards indusaal designs, the classification according to the
iocamo Agress : rnational Classificadon for Industrial Designs and, as regards
mmartiks, the cisashestos z Nice Agreement Concemning the International Classification of
Goods and Sevices iy 5= moooses = e registration of Marks, of June 15, 1957, as last revised;




Cramr e,

“International Register” means the official collection of é== comc==imz =m=r—sricenl regismaiions of
marks maintained by the International Burean; '

“Joint work”™ means work prepared by two or more authors Witk e —=== that S contzibuticns be
merged inte inseparable or interdependent parts of a unitary whole:

“Layout-designs” (topographies) of integrated circuits means the d=imn of 8
= grapuiics) =5 =

dimensional location of elements and interconnections of an infegrated cipress
“Literary works” means works, other than audiovisual works, express=d in words, mumbers, or other
verbal or numerical symbols or indicia regardless of the natue of the mm==rizl objects, such as books,

periodicals, manuscripts, sound recordings, films, tapes, disks, or cards_In which they ate embodied:

=vorr, that s, the three-

“LIPO” means Liberia Intellectual Property Office;

“Madrid Agreement” means the Madrid Agreement Concerning the International
Apr] 14, 1891;

Registration of Marks of

“Madrid Protocol” means the Protocol Relating to the Madrid Agreement Concerning the Tnternational
Registration of Marks, adopted at Madrid on June 27, 1989;

“Mark”™ means any visible sign capable of distinguishing the goods {“trademark™) or services {“service
mark’) of an enterprise;

“Minister” means the Minister of Commerce of the Republic of Liberia.

“Motion pictures” means audiovisual works consisting of a series of related images which, when shown in
succession, impart an impression of motion, together with accornpanying sounds, if any;

“Most- Favored Nation Treatment” means treatment accorded imwrediately and unconditionzily o the
nationals of all other Member States;

“National Treatment” means the treatment accorded by the domestic law of the Contracting Siate in which
protection is claimed;

“OAPI-English” means African Intellectual Property Organization;

“OAPI-French” means Organisation Afticaine de la Propriété fmelieomeile ©
2

o 3

“Panis Convention” means the Parts Convention for the Protection of Industrial Property of March, 20,
1883, as last revised;

“Patent’” means the title granted tc profect an invention;

(=2}



“Perform a work” means o recite, render, play, dance or act & work, eifirer direchy or by means of device
Of Process or, In case of a mxotion monne of other audiovist=t work, to show S Imsges I any sequence or
to make the sounds accompanying it andible;

“Person” means an indivichal, parinership, corporation, truswee or legal representation having certain legal
rights and responsibilities.

“Priority date” means the date of the earlier application that serves as the basis for the right of priorit
provided for in the Pamis convention.

“Pseudonymous™ means a work on the copies or sound recosdings of which the authar is identified under
a fictitious name.

‘Reg;sLers means separaie registers mamtzined for- pmnu. industrial designs and marks or the
‘accumiulation of all the séparate registers into a central register;

“Related rights” means rights that are in certain respects are similar to copyright. The purpose of related
rights is to protect the legal interests of certain persons and legal entities who contribute to making
works available to the public;

“Registrar” means the oficer responsible to keep records of 27 intellectua! property rights matters;

" Rights Management Information (RMI)” means mformation that indentifies content protected
gh P

oo

by copyright or related rights. RMI may take the form of zn slectonic m«: niaced in
—pl'otucted content.

“Rome Convention” means to the International Conventxon for the Protection of verzormers Producers of
Phoncfgrams and B‘oad‘,asmg Organizations, adopted at Roine on 26 October 15613

SE‘ID.I—CDI]d‘EJC'EOI products” means the final or intermediaie form of an incorporated circuit in a chip,
which has an electronic function;

“Sound recordings/phonorecords” means material objects in whick sounds, other tham those
accompanying a mofion picimre or other andiovisual work, are Sxad by any wethod now known or Iater
developed, and from winch the sounds can be perceived, reproduaced, or otherwise communicated, siber
directly or with the aid of a machine or device. The term "sound recordings” mcludes the materiai object
in which the sounds are first fixed. :

"Technological Protection Measure {TPM)" means a unique method of protectzon of copyrighted prodects
through the use of digital excrypTon and other mechanisms 1o conirol rmarttgrssed copying, transmission
and use of a product.

“Trademark” means a sign thet is used to distinguish the goods or services Gizered by one underizking
from those offered by ancther.

“Trade name” means the name-or designation identifying ==d Gstngeismnr = ;-*’—'r_ﬂ_é_, 1€

"Tragitional Cultiral Expression” means the form n whics =adnorsi <

expressed. This mey incinde Tiusic, dance, art, 4esigns, m==os, 32508 == S5 mo=os
performance, ceremonies, architectural forms, handicaris =of nar=ttses.

7



~Trapsier of copyrisiz owsstsey me=es zm essignment, mortgags, exclusive License, or amy other
conveyance, alisnaton o by fa copyright, or any of the exclusive nghts comprised in a

copynight whetbherores o = :.""E:: = m=me or place of effect, but not including 2 non exchssive lcense,

“Transmission progres” meeos 2 body of material that, 2s an aggregate, has been produced for the sole
purpose of transa=ssros © %= ==hHc m s=quence and as a uit.

“Transmit & per"‘ BT ‘BE.""‘L'L"‘F& =eans 10 Communicate it bj aiy device or Process WhELEb_y', IM&ages
o7 sounds are mﬂﬁp—l = piace fom which they are sent.

“Utility models™ means an excinsive mght granted for an invention which allows the tight holder to
prevent others Tom commerciaily usmg the protected invention withont his authorization for a limited
period of tme.

“WIPO” means World Inwllecizal Property Office.

“WPPT” means WIPO Perforuances and Phonograms Treaty of 1996.

“WTO” means Woris Trade Orgeivation.

PARTI
THE LEBERIA INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY OFFICE (LIPO)
SUB-PART A: FORMATION AND NATURE

: Esiablishment, Power, Duties, and Immunity
Section 4

$3.1. Establishrsest of the Liberia Intellectual Property Office (LIPO)

There is hereby esimblished in the Executive Branch of Government 2 corporate semi-autonomous agency
Wwith pexpetua] succession and a comunon seal to be known as “Liberia Imtelleciual Property Oifice”,
comprising a ceniral administration and two depariments, Copyright Department and Industrial Property
Department, under the policy direction of the Minister of Commerce to administer all intellectual property
maiters. Its headgumriers sha be m the City of Monrovia.

§42 Powers ané Duties of LIPO

The powers and dutiss of the effice shall be to:

\_a) sue and be sued;

{b) take, purchese of otherwise acquire, hold, charge or dispose of movable and immovable property;

(c) enter into comracts;



{d) formulate policies on intellectual property rights and/or intellectual property regeiztons

(e) make decisions regarding the management and administration of its operamoms, o0 sx=rovee
independent control ef its budget allocations and expenditures, persoznel rra:te: =os ETers
procurements, and other administrative and management functions in aCCOTCEDSE Fin Sopacens
laws of Libena;

{f) grant applications for patents including uvtility models, copyr? ght/related righis, wademarks
industrial designs, geographical indications; and layout-designs {fcraag?apﬁ?s, = TEgTEmC
circuiis;

(g) to review technology transfer agreements and licenses

(h) provide to the public, intellectual property information for techmological amd ecomommc
development;

(i) conduct programs, studies, exchanges of items or services regzrgmg domesac and miematicna]
intellectual property law and the effectiveness of intellectual property protection domessicaily;

(i} maintain registers for all intellectual property rights recordings under this Act;

{k) promote inventiveness and mmnovativeness in Liberia;

(I) establish and operate an intellectual property documentation center for the purpose of
dissemination of information on intellectual property;

{m)collaborate and coordinate with the Ministry of Comimnerce, the Minislry of Jusuce, , the Libemia
Revenue Authority (Bureau of Customs) and- other relevant agencies of Govermmernt 2¢ =il as

international authorities or bodies as relates to Liberia intellecmal proparty;

(n) receive grants, gifts, donations or endowments on behalf of the infustry and make legiumate
gdisbursements therefrom;

(0) charge administrative fees for applications, registrations and other services rendered
(p) issue licenses including compulsory licenses, and ceriificates;

{q) publish in the Official Gazette 2ll publications required relating tc inteliechus: property;

(r) prommulgate regulations governing inteilectual property under this AcL

(s} hold administrative heatings and fenﬂ'er decisions and ordsrs Wit respect
connection with mtellectual property rights;



{t) govern the recognition and conduct of agents, attorneys or other persons representing applicants
Tor all mtellectnsd ATty mehis;

() do or perform =1 sach other ar #15 necessary for proper performance of its functions
under this Act which may lawfully be done by a body corporate;
$4 3. Emmunities of &= LIPQ
An employee of LIPO shail not, in his/her personal capacity, be liable in civil or criminal proceedings in
respect of any act &z omission dome s good fith in the performance of his/her functions under this

subchapter.

SUB-PART B
ORGANIZATION AND STRUCTURE

Section 5
Board of Directors, Appaintment of Director General, Depnty Directors

$5.1. Establishment of the Board

There is hereby established a Board of Directors which shall be the governing body of the Office. The
Board, shall, in its actions, support the achievement of the overall objectives LIPO.

§52. Composition of the Beard

a) The Board which shall be appointed by the President and report directly to him/her, shall comprise
eleven members. =5 follows: :

i arepresemtaiive fiom the Mipistry of Commerce;

. arTepreseniaiive from the Ministry of Education;

. arepresentative from the Ministry of Information and Cultural A ffairs:
Iv.  arepresemznve fom e MMmsiy of Justice;

V.  arepresestaiive Towm the Mimwiry of Health and Social Welfare;

—

vi.  aTepresemizive from B Mmsay of Agriculture

Vi  aTepresemiziive fmem the 1 fmer= Revenue Authority (Bureau of Custom)




viii.  the Director General of the Inmilect==t Somerry OfSce, who shall be a non- voting member
and Secretary to the Boar:

ix. three persons selected on the basis of e guahifications and experience in technology,
performing arts, literary ans, or osher woovaEtiong

b) Thereshall be no alternate members.
85 3. Tenure of Board Members
a) A member of the Board shall hold office:

i.  on such terms and conditions as may be spemﬁea in his/her appomtment which shall, in the
first instance, be for a period of three years; and

1. only for a subsequent perif}u of thres vesrs, or not more two terms-of three years each.
b) In the event the tenure of service of a member expires, such member shall continue to serve until a
replacement is appointed and ready to assomrs offce.

¢) The President may terminate or suspend the appointment of 2 mermber, including
i.  for the member's physical or mental inability to perform the functions of his/her office;
ii.  for gross misbehavior or incompetence; or
iii.  if the member is convicted of a criminal offense.

§5.4. Powers and functions of the Board

The Board shall have 21l powers necessary for the proper performence of its functions under this Act and
in particular but without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing, the Board shall have powers to:

27 7

a) centrol, supervise and administer the assews of LIPC such manner 2s best promotes the purpose for
which LIPO is established;

b) determine the provisions to be made for capital and recurrent expenditure and for reserves of
LIPC:

c) enter into association with other bodies or organizations within or outside Liberia as the Board
may consider appropriate and in furtherance of ihe purpose for which LIP{ is esiablished;

d) authorizing the opening of a bank account or bank accounts for the funds of LIPO.

[
ey



§5.5. Conduct of the business and Affairs of the Board
The conduct of the business and affairs of the Board shall be as provided in this “Act”.

§5.6. Appointment of Director General, Deputy Directors and Qualifications Requirements

a) With the consent of the Senate, the Director General and Dreputy Directors of LIPO shall be
appointed by the President of Liberia, giving due consideraticn © gender baiance.

b) The Director General and Deputy Directors may be-removed from office by the President upon
recommendation of the Board for proven misconduct or nOn-safisiaciory perios

é)- The Director General shall possess the following mintmum gqualification and experience:
i.  be at the minimum, a Jicensed Attorney-At-Law, who has practiced law in Liberia for at
least three years, or has a bachelor’s degree relating to intellectual property, and has three
years’ managerial experience in imtellechial property; or

i be a licensed Counselor-At Law with at least three vesm monegerid experience in
mtellectual property; or

Li. has a master degree in intellectnal property with at least three vears senior managerial
experience in intellectual property. \

d) The Deputy Director for Industrial Property shall possess the foliowing minfmum guaiification and
experience: )

1. a bachelor of sciepce degree in zmy of the physical sciemres, emgimserims. oy other
technology and a certificate of achieverent or its equivaten: In industriai propersy;

i. basa minimum of three yeors® experiencs i industrial properiy.

€) The Deputy Director for Copyright shall possess the following minimum qualification and
experience:

1. has a bachelor’s degree i Liberal Arts, Mznzgement, Economics, Publc Admrmstration,
Journalism, English or Sociclogy, and a certificate of achievemment or Bx sgmivalent in

Copyright;

.  with a minimum of three years’ experience in Copyright
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=Fihe ector (General

=: b= Dimecine Geperal shall be the Chief Executive Officer of LIPO and head of the central

ai—mmsu==n. He or she shall perform the following duties:

i
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e responsible for the day-to-day administration of LIPO;
zssze regulations pertaining to intellectnal property law with the approval of the Board;
Zevelop 2 national policy on imtellectual property;

coordinate all activies affecting bilateral and multilateral agreements relating to
mteilectual property;

establish a national public outreach and other programs within LIPO to enhance the

protection of intellectual property rights and the development of intellectual property in
Libenia, as well as cooperaiion with international competent zuthorties responsible for

=déamrostration of intellectua] property;

P

appoint staff as deemed necessary to assist LIPO in the performance of its functions;

oversee recruitment, retirement, promotions, dismissal of personnel in keeping with human
resource policies.

supervise departments, and oversse divisions, sections and units of LIPO in order to ensure
effective and efficient performance of their respective functions and duties, and that they
are in line with international best practices;

epsare mmprementation of administrative Imstructions relating. to procedures under
=x=Bechrz] property administration and protection;

authonize the correction of any error of translation or ranscnption, clerical error or mistake
in any application, document or recording filed with the Registrar, as well as the extension
of time for doing any act or taking any action mandated this Act by regulation thereunder;

pericor: == other fumcBioms relating to intellectual prop

—os=mon of 2 director of an intellectual property oiffice.

riy aS are imcidental to the

—_y

Drir=cior {3ereval shall discharge his duties, in collaboration with the Ministry of Justice,

e et
e i = ool

rrv of Cggmmerce, Ministty of Finance and Development Planning, the Liberia Revenue
=¥ == = r=levant agencies of the Government consistent with the Govermmments’ inter-

A =
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§5.8. Duties of the Deputy Director for Industrial Property

The Deputy Directoz for Industrial Property shall head the Industrial Propesty Deperiat responsible for
the protection of industrial property rghts which shall inclide technical cressre =x¥ {Immovetiom) soch
as patents and utility models, designs (industrial designs), marks, (trademerics} smos—enbicsT dirations
and appellation of origin and layout-designs (topography) of integrated cimsse Wrtwes Eo=rng the
generality of this paragraph, the Deputy Director for Industriai Property sheH spetfefter

a) assist the Director General in the operation of LIPO in matters relating to musal propernty;

Lo

b) serve the interest of inventors and businesses with Tespect to ther Imesotioms ==d corporate
products and service identification:

¢) develop the Industrial Property Electronic Registration, Recordation Systern;
d) maintain files of Liberians and foreign patents and registration of other industriz! property;

e) advise and assist other agencies of government in matters mvolving indusirial neoperty:

) develop regulations covering industrial property for approval by the Direcior Genersh
g) conduct hearings on industrial property matters, and report to the Director General;

h) perform such other functions relating to intellectual property as are mcidental to the position ofa
director of industrial property office.

§5.9. Duties of the Deputy Director for Copyright

The Deputy Director for Copyright shall head the Copyright Department, responsibie for the protection of

all copyrights and related rights. Without limiting the generality of this paragraph, the Depnity Director for
Copyright shall specifically:

a) assist the Director General in the operation of LTPO in matrers relating te Copyright;

b) develop the Copyright Office Electronic Registration, Recordation and Deposs Syster:

¢) develop regulations covering Copyright for approval by the Director Gemerss
d) acquire and assure the security of materials received through mandatory deposit

e) secure legal protection of databases:

f) conduct stadies and progrems regarding copyright, other matters arising under s ttle;



g) foster in cooperation with local and International copyright organizations;
h) conduct hearings on copyright/related rights matters and report to the Director General

1) per:ozm such other funciions relating fo mmieliectual property as are incidental to the posmon of a
director of bOﬁ}.u.f_:n \J.J_a::—-l—u.

§5.39. Registrar Geperal: Establishment of Gffice/Anpeointment

There is also created un 7 this Title the Office of Regsizar & be headad by a Registrar Geseral who shall
be responsible to rm the iask specified im Section 5.11 below. ﬂﬁ Registrar General shall be
appointed by the Dix ectm Gem upoz vetting by the Human Resource Department and shall possess the

following minimum qualification and experience:

1. has acouired at least a bachelor degree in Finance or Accounting and a certificate of achievement
or its equivalent in Intellecnml property;

ii.  arminimum of three-year experience in inteflectual property and financial management;

3.  must meet the requirements of the Civil Service Cormmission

e

5.i1. Duties of the Registrar (General
The Registrar General shali perform the following duties:

) Tnam.._m registers for intellectual property registered with LIPO covering all matters required
by s Act o berem t,.tSu.» oG

b} pertorm specific dutiss imrosed upon the Regicirar Genemst by this Act andra‘ﬁ:i-aglﬂaﬁony
c) arrange by pericdical publication a Patent journal;

d) furpish information from reglsters on request and paymest of prescribed fee by the public,

permmiting the public’s right of inspection and might ®© copy pursuant to imermal copymght
reoulations:
e) perform such other functions as required by s Act an regudations thereto.

P ¥

§5.12. Groanizetion of the Oiiice of Rom_r»tra- {Gemeray

The Office of the Registar General o= r=soonsible for the registration of

copyright and r=izte -1:,;_g and :u&\.utc indusess 7 m==e—= Fach umit shail be :eaaed by an
Assistant Registrar appointed by the Director Generel comsstes wi fualifications determined by the
card :



PARTIO
FINANCIAY MATTERS

Sertion 6:
Fizaact= Yo, Accnenic’Audits and Annuoal Report 3

= %y

$6.1. Financiai Year

The financial year of LIPO shall be e pexiod of twelve months ending on thirtieth day of June in each
year.

§62. Accounts and Audifs

a) The Board shall cause to be kept all proper books and records of accounts of the income,
expenditure and assets of LEPG.

b) At the end of each financial vear, the Board shall submit to the Auditor-General pursuant to the
Public Finance Management Lsw, the accounts of LIPO together with:

i  astatement of the income and expenditure during that year; and
i astatement of the assets and lizbilities on the last day of that year. :

£

§6.3. Annual Repsﬁ

In addition to periodic reports as may be required, the Chairman of the Board shall require the Director
General to submit to the President and 8w Legislature, an Annual Report which shall include a detailed
account of registered patents, trademarks, copyrights, and other intellectual property rights statistics of full
and adeqmzte information for decision-meking income generated and such other relevant facts required to
provide.

PARTIV
TRANSITIONAL PROVISIGHNS
Section 7:
Trassitions! Provisions

Upon the effective date of this Act, the toliowing actions shall be considered automatically taken:

a) the incumbent Director General of the Industrial Property Office shall serve as Acting Director
General of LIPO; while the Cificer-Ia-Charge for Copyright shall serve as Deputy Director for
Copyright and Industrial Property pending the appointments of a Director General and Deputy

Drrectors as provided herein.



b) Personnel of the Copyright Office and Industrial Property Ofiices shell, iz z holdover canaciy.
continue to perform their respective duties and responsibilities to and receive the COTrespary
salaries and benefits until the new position structure and staffing pattern of LIPO as instinsed He
the Director General of the Office and approved by the President.

¢} incumbents whose positions are not included in the organogram of LIPO or who may =ot oe re-
appointed shall be deemed redundant. Redundent employees shall be peid severance mo=imm
consistent with the laws of Liberia. In the case of employees who meet \,hg;blht}' for retirement
they shall receive such retirement benefits as provided for under the laws of Liberia; and

SR S

d) all existing assets, liabilities-and obligations of the two agencies shall be transferred 1o LIPO.

e) all rights granted by two of the agencies shall be valid until their expiration.

PART V
GENERAL CONDITION AND BASIC PRINCIPLES
Sectiﬂn 8
National Treatment an Most Favered Na fion Treatment

§8.1. National Treatment

2) The Liberia Intellectual Property Office shall accord to the nationals of other Member States,
treatmentno less favorable than that it accords to its own nationals with regard to the protection of
intellectual property rights, subject to the exceptions already provided in: respectively, the Pams
Convention of 1967, the Berne Convention of 1971, the Rome Convention or the Tresty om

Intellectual Property in Respect of Integrated Circuits.

b) Asto per“ormers producers of phonograms and broadcasting orgenizations, this thgaa.un only
applies in respect of the rights provided under this Act. Any Member other than a Liberian av -aifing
itself of the possibilities provided in Article 6 of the Beme Convention of 1971 or paragraph 1{b)
of Article 16 of the Rome Convention shall make a netification as foreseen i those provisions o

the Council for TRIPS.

o
~

The Liveria Imtellectual Property Office may avail #seif of the exceptions permitied merer
subsection (a) in relation to legal or court and administrative procedures, including the desigs

of an address for service or the appointment of an agent within the jurisdiction of L’—f‘ ozi'rv

where such exceptions are necessary to secure compliznce with jaws 2nd regulations whick zr= ot
nconsistent with the provisions of this Act and where sxch practices are not applied in 2 marnes
which would constitute a disguised resiriction on trade.

o
-~



£2.2 Most Favored Nafion Treztment

a} With regard to the protection of intellectual property rights, any advantage, favor, privil ege or
Immumity cramted by LIPO to the nationals of any other country shall be accorded immediately and
uncontitianzily to the nationals of all other Member States. Exempted from this obligation are any
advamizge, favor, priviiege of Immunity accorded by the Liberia Intellectual Office:

i  degving Tom Iernational agreements on legal assistance or law enforcement of a general
nature and not particularly confined to the protection of intellectual property rights;

i granied in accordamoe with the provisions of the Berne Convention of 1971 or the Rome
Comvertizn authewiziog that the treatment accorded be a function not of national treatment
but of the treatment accorded in another coumtry;

. in respect of the rights of performers, producers of phonograms and broadcasting
organizations not provided under this Act;

tv.  demving from Imternational agreements related to the protection of intellectual property
which entered mzo force prior to the entry into force of the WTO Agreement, provided that
such agreements are notified to the Council for TRIPS and do not constitute an arbitrary or
noustifisbls discrimination against nationals of other Members States.

PART VI

PRINCIPLES PERTAINING TQ THE AVATLABILITY,
SCOPE AND USE OF INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS

SUB-PART A
COPYRIGHT AND RELATED RIGHTS

Section 9
Copyright and Related rights :

§9.1. Works Protecied

@) A literary 2nd srtistic work 5527 not be considered as a work protected by copyright unless it is an

omiginat imisfiectral armwmion T the literary and artistic domain.,
b} Literary and aciistic syasis »oder this Act include:

i books, perrhiss, =ricies and other writings;
1. speeches Iscowes =Thesses, sermons and other oral WOIKS;

18



il. dramatic, dramatico-musical works, pemnrr—=e =xxeographic works and other works
created for stage productions;

v.  musical works, with or without accomperying =0

e ]

v. _audiovisual works and sound recordings:

vi. works of architecture;

vii.  drawings, paintings, sculpture, engravrsg, Trhoorapity, smpestry and other works of fine art;

Viii.

ooy

photographic works;

ix. works of applied art, including handicrafts and those produced on an industrial scale;

X. computer programs;

xl.  illustrations, maps, plans, skeiches and three-Jimensicnal works relative to geography,
‘topography, architecture or science;

¢} Works shall be protected when they are fixed.mm 2 mediem from which th

ich they can be perceived or
retrieved, irrespective of their mode or form of expression, as well as their content, quality and
purpose.

§9 2. Criteria of Eligibility of Protection; ¥xclusive Rights

a) The provisions of this Act concerning the protection of literary and artistic works shall apply to:

i.  works of authors who are pationals of, or have thelr habiimal residence in the Republic of
Libenz;

i. works first published m the Republic of Liberia, and works first published i another
country and also published in the Republic of Liberia within thirty days, urespective of the
natignality or residence of their zuthors;

iii. audiovisual works, the producer of which has his/her headguarters or habitual residence i
the Republic of Liberia; and

iv. works of architecture erected in the Republic of Libena and other artistic works incorporated
3

ic
in a building or other structure located in the Republic of Libera.

b) The provisions of this Act shall apply to works that are eligibie for protection m the Republic of
Liberia by virme of and in accordance with smy miernational comvention or other international
agreement to which the Republic of Liberia 1s party.

[
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¢) Subject to the Iimitations fmposed by provisions of this Act, the owmer of copyright has the
exclusive rights to do and to authorize any of the following:

L to reproduce the copyrighted work in copies or phonorecords/sound recordings;
ii.  to prepare derivative works based upon the copyrighted work;

iii. to distribute copies or phonorecords/sound recardings of the copyrighted work to the public
by sale or other transfer of ownership, or by remtal, iease, or lending;

Iv. in the case-of literary, musical, dramatic, a:sd_ chorecgraphic works, pantomimes, and
motion pictures and other andiovisual works, to perform the copyrighted work pubhcly,

v. In the case of literary, musical, dramatic, and choreographic works, pantomimes, and’
pictorial, graphic, or sculptural works, including the individual images of a motion picture
or other audiovisual wozk, to display the copyrighted work publicly; and

5

vi.  1in the case of sound recordings, to perform the copyrighted work publicly by means of a
digital andio transmission.

§ 93. Derivative Works and Collections
a) The following derivative works shal} be protectéd as works:

1. translations, adaptations, arrangements of music and other alterations of a Iiterary or artistic -
work shall be protected as original works withont prejudice to the copyright in the original
WOTK.

il.  manslations, adapiaticns, arrangements and ofher transformmetions or modifications of
%
works, inch:ding works inspired by traditional cidtmral expressions;

i.  collections of works and collections of traditional cultural expressions, whether in machine
eadable or other form, provided that such collections are original by reason of the selection
or arrangement of thew contents; and

Iv.  compilation of data or other material, in any form, which by reason of the selection or
arrangement ¢ thelr contents consttute intefiectual creatices so however that protection
shall not exiznd 1o the data or the material Iseif =md =520 be witout Dr&}ud_lce to any
copyright subsisting m the data or material comizned = the comsiianon.

b} The protection of any work referred to in subsecon (9.1} si=f be wimmt prejudice o any
protection available fo z pre-existing work or wadiiorsi cult=! —xr==s=r= incorporated in or
utilized for the making of such a work.

20



39 4. Sabiert Mg Nt Prosecied

Notwiksteading e =ovisions of Sections 9.2 and 9.3 of this Part, no protection shall extend under this

e

&} ==y we= pEpradnre, syssem, method of operation, mathematical concept, principle, discovery or
meye daEta i

2 =

b) zmy official lepisimtive, Q.::hcxal or adminisirative text, including the Laws of the Government of
Liheria, 25 weil a5 gmy official translation thereof:

C} BEws o The dEY OF mmiscellaneous facts having the character of mere items of press mformation; and

d) political speeches and speeches delivered in the course of legal proceedings.
§9.5. Copyright is Weorks of Government and International Bodies
Copyright is conferred by this section on any work eligible for copyright which is created pursnant to a

verzmment or stch international body or non-governmental body as may be
prescobed by LIPO and on which no copynght has otherwise been conferred under any other section

§9.6. Economic Righis

a} Subject to exceptions provided for in this Act, the owner of copyright shall have the exciuswcnght
to carry out’or to awrthorize the following acts in relation to the work:

z=procduction of the work;

rl(

. znsiation of the wosk
Hi.  adeptation, arrangement or other fansformation of the work;

v, digmbetion sale or rental of the original or copy of an audiovisual work, a work enbodied in
2 seamd recording or 2 computer program or other works to the public;

¥. Dpubliic performance of the work;
¥ T=osdcasgmo of the work;

ul

= =2y cpmmmeumication to the public of the work.



b) The right of distribution under subsection (2) (iv) of this Section does not apply = fhe =c==l = 2
copy of the work that has already been subject to a sale or other irensfer of ownmsisr = =%
country authorized by the owner of copyright in the work.

¢} The right of rental under subsection (&) (v) of this Section does not apply to rental of cormesmer
programs where the program itself is not the essential object of the rental.

§9.7. Moral Rights

a} Independently of the author’s economic Tights, and even after the transfer of the s=id Hgkus the
author of a work shall have the following moral rights:
i to have his name indicated pronunentxy on the CDpiEb and in connection with a:} pubhbc ose
of his work, as far as practicable;

i,  to not have his name indicated on the copies and in connection with any public use of his

work;
i.  tousea pseudonym;

iv.  to object to any distortion, mutilation or other modification of, or other derogatory acticn in
relation to his work which would be prejudicial to his/her honor or reputation. y
b) Notwithstanding any assignment or sale of the original work, the author of a graphic work, three--
“dimensional work and manuscript shall have a right to share in the proceeds of any sale of that
work or manuscript by public anction or through a dealer whatever the method used by the latter o
carry out the operation.

¢) The conditions for the exercise of the right conferred by subsection (‘D} of t‘;_s secition shall Be
determined by Regulations to be made by the Intellectual Property Office esizblished mder th‘S
Part. :

d) The rights mentioned in subsections (2) and (b) shall not be wansmissible during the life of ‘the
author, but the right to exercise any of those rights may be transferred by testamentary disposition
or by operation of law following the death of the authar.

s

=

se

A
§2.3.

by

air

a) Notwithstanding the provisions of Sections 9.6 and 9.7, the fz&r use of 2 copynight work, inchuding
such use by reproduction In copies or sound recordings or by any other mesns specified by thet
section, for purposes such as parody, satire, crificism, commment, mews reporting, teaching
(including multiple copies for classroom use), scholarship or research) is not 2z '—-z-“»;;,:‘c"-nr'-:z" et
copyright. In determining whether the use made of a work in any particular case is fair use, the
factors to be considered shall include:
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1 the purpose and character of the sse, Inclndimg whether such use s of a commercial nature
or 1s for educational purposes;

ii.  the namre of the copyrighted work;

. the amount and substaniizlity of the portion used in relation to the copyrighted work as a

Satas oy
W eD] 850

’

1v.  the effect of the use upen the poteniia]l market for or value of the work.
b) The fact that a work is unpublished shell not 5ol ber = finding of fair use if such finding is made
upon consideration of all the gbove factors.

§ 9.9. Quotation

a) The reproduction, in the form of quotation from a work that has been published shall be permitted
W].IfBL‘LEt aithorization of the owner of copyright provided that the quotation 'ccmpaﬁble with fair
practce and does not exceed the extent jmstified by the purpose imcluding gquotations from
newspaper articies and periodicals in the form of press sumnmaries.

b) Any gquotation made in accordance with subsection {a) shall be accompanied by an indication of

source and the name of the auther, if the name appears in the work from which the quotation is -
taken. '

§ 9.10. Private Reproduction for Personal Purposes

a) Subject to the provisions of subsecrion (b), the private reproduction of a published work in a single
copy shall be permitied without the authorizetion of the zuthor or owner of copyright, where the

TeproGuChon IS made by a natural person exciuvsively for lis own personal purposes.
b) The permission under subsection {z} shall not exterd o reproduction:

i. ofawork of architecture in the form of building or other construction;
i of the whole ot of a substantial part of a database in digital form; and
§ 5.11. Temporary Reprodaciion
The temporary reproduction of a work shall be permitted i sll of the following conditions are met:

a2} the reproduciion is made In the teocess of 2 Tenarvesen

1 R L
roTi nerrenhia-
WOIK DEICEpuinisl

of the work or zn act of making a stored

or
Lovesl]

it s caused by @ person Of emiiy ihe: by va== f =—==-r2110n by the owner of the copyright or by
operation of law, is entitled to make ther mensomssor o make the work perceptible; and
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€) it is an accessory to that &= m=kamg percoplible, that occurs during the normal
operation of the equipment used znd em=ik T amomeric deletion of the copy without enabling
the retrieval of the work for any cifwer pewpose then those, referred to in subsections (2) and (b) of
this Section

§ 9.12. Reproduction and Other Utilization for Teackine

a) The following acts shall be permitted withest =thorization of the author, or other owner of
copyright:

L the uilization by way of ilfustretion for acking purposes of a work that has lawfully been
made available 1o the public, in pubications, broadcasting or sound or visual recordings,
provided that such utilization is commpetible with fair practice and does not exceed the
extent justified by the purpose; the utilization can also include the making available of such
works in computer networks, provided that access to the works is only available to enrolled

pupils or students and thetr teachers;

ii.  the reprographic reproduction, for face-so-face teaching in educational institutions the
actvities of which do not serve diect or Indirect commercial gam, of published articles,
other short works or short exiracts of works, to the extent justified by the purpose, provided
that : B

‘Ul the act of reproduction is an isolated act occurring, if repeated, on separate and unrelated
occasions; ;

iv.  there is no collective license available offered by 2 collective management organization of -
which the educational institution is or should be aware, under which such reproduction can
be made.

b) The source of the work and the nmame of the auhor shall be indicated, as far as is practicable, on all
copies made under subsection (a) of this Section or otherwise in reasonzble comnection with the
WOrkL

§ 9.13. Reproduction by Libraries and Archizes

Any library or archive whose activities do not serve direct commercial gain may, withowt the authorization
ot the owner of copyright, make a copy of 2 woric »

a) by reproduction where the work reproduced is a published article, other short work or short extract
of a work, and where the purpese of the reproduction Is to satisfy the request of 2 person, provided
that |

1. the library or archive is satisfied that a copy will be used solely for the purposes of study,
scholarship or private research, :
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ii.  the act of reproduction is an isolated act occuring, if repeated, on separats and tmrelared

occasions, and

ili. there is mo collective license available or offered by a coliective administration

organization of which the library or archive is or should be aware, urser winch soch sopies
can be made or

b) where the copy is made in order to preserve and, if DSCESSaTy, Iepiace a Copy, of 10 ISpiace 2 Copy
which has been lost, destroyed, or rendered unusable in the permanent collecton of another similar
library or archive, provided that it is impossible to obtain such a copy under wasc;na‘o}c conditions,
and provided further that the act of reproduction is an isolated act occzaming, if repested, &=
separate and unrelated occasions.

§9.14. Reproduction, Broadcasting and Other Communicatior io the Pubiic fer Information
Purposes

The following acts shall be permitted in respect of a work without the authorization of the owner of
copyright, subject to the obligation to indicate the source aad the name of the author s Gras prachcabie:

2)

b)

the reproduction in a newspaper or periodical, the broadcasting or other cmm:—lcaﬁmm the
public of a lecture, address, scrmon (religions issues) or other work of 2z similar nature
dehlfefed m pT‘lbhc io fhe extent 'I‘I___S“‘i'ﬁP(:‘ h}r ﬁ\P n'n-rnnsp n'FnTn\nH1ng Tt 1“ana:.;.Gﬂ.

(SRR w08 AL ICUE DI IIRSL LY

the reproduction in a newspaper or periodical, the broadcasting or other communication to the
public, of an article published in a newspaper or periodical on current issues or a hroadcast
work of the same€ character, in cases in which the reproduction, broadcasting or such
communication thereof is not expressly reserved;

for the purpose of reporting current evenis, the reproducdon and the Bmad:,am or other
communication to the public by means of photography, audiovisnal, broadcasting or other
communication of short excerpts of a work seen or heard . the course of soch evenis o the
extent justified by the purpose;

§9.15. Reproduction and Adaptation of Computer Programs

a) The reproduction, in a single copy, or the adepiztion of a2 comypuier program by the ":-r" GWRAT
a copy of thet compuier program shail be permitted without the authorization of the omner of

1. that the copy or adaptation is necessary for archival purposes and for e replacemers o7 s

EAig

cpyright, provided:

1. that the copy or adaptation is necessary tor use of the computer program with 3 comprees
for the purpose and extent for which the computer program has been chzmined: or

o

tfawfully owned copy of the computer program in the event that the said comre of ==
computer program is lost destmyed or render=d vmusable.
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S} N¢ copy of adapiation of 2 computer program shall be used for any purpose other than those
speied = subsection (&), and any such copy or adaptation shall be destroyed in the event that
smotwmed possession of the copy of the computer program ceases to be lawful. Any copies
==T=m=d = accexdance with the provisions of this section may be leased, sold, or otherwise
T=osiered zlong with the copy from which such copies were prepared, only as part of the Tease,
=== o other trarster of all rights in the program.

"
[
o

Eshsil be without the authorization of the owner of copyright to reproduce a published
wosx Tor viseaily Impaired persons or persons with prmt diszhilities in a specialized format which
enanies their perception of the work, and to distribute the copies exclusively to those persons,
provided that the work is not reasonably available in an identical or largely equivalent form
enzhling ifs perception by the visually impaired or print disabled person; and the reproduction and
distzibution are made on a non-profit basis.

£

b} The copies of works made in pursnance of this section shall bear a copyright notice identifying the
sopwmight owaer and the date of the original publication and notice that any further reproduction or

Gsmbution In 2 format other than a specialized format is 2n mfringement.

¢) The distribution of works made pursuant to this section is also permitted where the copies had -
been made abroad and the conditions mentioned above have been fulfilled.

§9.17. Ephemeral Recerdings

Any broadcasting organization may make, without the authorization of the owner of copyright, for the
purpose of Is owr Broadeests, an ephemeral recording of any work which it is authorized to broadcast, All
copies of & shail be desiroved within six months of the making or within any longer term agreed to by the
oweer of e copyright; however, where such recording has an exceptional documentary character, copies
Of I may be preserved in official archives.

§9.38. Use for Public Secarity and for the Performance or Reporting of Procesdings

2} A work may be used without authorizetion fom the copyright owner, for the purposes of public
secumiy 2t T enstre the proper performance or reporting of administrative, parliamentary or

s -

T ol - R T i R
TTfai mnresasmos Z2nd (ne cischargs Of related nuncihions.

o} NoowihszanGr=c the provisions of the foregoing subsecton, the moral rights of the anthor shall be
¥nbeld = = =25 =X reaspnable. ] : :

=



§9.19. Compulsory Licensing

a) The Intellectual Property Office shall have the POWET 10 gram Tompmisesy licensss in acoordance
with the provisions of Schedule One to this Act and may mzie regristions oroviaing further for
the procedure 2nd requirements for the exercise of the provisions & T s=a Schednie

b) Any person aggrieved Dy 2 decision of the Intellecmal Property Gifcs by virme of this section
shall have a right of appeal to the Court.

§ $.20. Duration of Copyright and Related Rights
a) The economic and moral rights in literary, musical and arfissc wogEs, Other fhan photographic

worX, shall be protected during the life of the author and tor fifty years afier the end of the year in
which the author dies.

g

b) In the case of a work of joint authorship, the economic and mora? rights <hall be protected durin
o8 g I

the life of the last surviving author and for fifty years after the end of the vear in which that autho
dies.

o]

c) In the case of an audiovisual work and sound recordings, the economic znd moral rights shall be
protected for fifty years from the end of the calendar year iz which the work was made or first made

21

available fo the public by autherized publication or by any other means, whichever date is the latest.

d) In the case of a broadcast, the economic 2and moral rights shall be protected for fifty years from the
end of the calendar year in which the broadcast took place.

e) In the case of a work published anonymously or under a pseudonym, the economic and morel
rights shall be protected for fifty years from the end of the calendar vear m which the work was
made or first made available to the public, by authorized publication, whichever dats is the iatest)
provided that where the author’s identity is revealed or is no longer in doubt befors the eXpiration
of the period, the provisions of subsection (a) or subsection (b) shall apply, as the case may be,

f) In the case of a work of applied art, the economic and moral tfights shall be protected for fifty years
from the end of the calendar year in which the work wes made.

g) In the case of a photograph, the economic and moral rights shall be protected for fifty years fom
the end of the calendar year in which the work was made or first made available to the pubiic by
publication, whichever date is the latest.

§9.21. First Ovwrnership of Copyright

a) Subject to the provisions of subsections (b) to (&) of this section the frst owner of any copyright
granted under this Act shall be the author of the work,



b)

o)

b

d)

For a work of joimt zuthorship, the co-znthors shafl be fhe first owners of the economic rights. If,
however, a work of joint authorship consists of parts that can be used separately and the author of
each part can be identified, the author of cach part shall bethe first owner of the economic rights in
the part that he has created.

For 2 work created by an author, ersploved by a paturat persan or legal entity, in the course of his

employment, the first owner of the economic Tights shail, unless provided otherwise in a contract,
be the employee.

For aa audiovisual work, the first owner of the econommic nights shall be the producer, unless
provided otherwise I 2 contract. The co-authors of the andiovisual work and the authors of the
pre-existing works inchaded in or adapted for the making of thre andiovisual work shall, however,
maintain their economic rights in their contributions or pre-existing works, respectively, to the
extent that those contributions or pre-existing works can be the subject of acts covered by their
economic rights separately from the andiovisual work.

§922. Presumption Regarding Authorship, Prodncers of Andiovicnal orks and Publishers

a)

b)

The natural person whose name is indicated 25 the zuthor of a2 work in the usual manner shall, in
the absence of proof to the contrary, be presumed %o be fhe mudior of the work. This provision shail
be applicable even if the name is a pseudonym, where the psendonym leaves no doubt as-to the
identity of the author. _ g =

The person whose name appears on an audiovisnal work in the usual manmer shall, in the absence
of proof to the contrary, be presumed to be the producer of the work.

In the case of an or pseudonymous WOTK, seifect to fhe provision of subsection {a) of this section,
the publisher whose name apoears on the work shall, in the sbsence of proof o e contrary, be
presumed 10 represent the amthor and, & this Cepacky, =Tl be extitled to exercise and enforce the
moral 2nd economic rights of the author. This presumption shall cease to apply when the author
reveais bis identity. '

§9.23. Assignment, Relinguishment 2nd Licensing of Authors’ Rights

2)

b)

Subjec: o this section, copynght shall be ramsmissibie by assignment, license, znd iestamentary
disposiiion or by operation of law, as movable property.

An assignment, license or iestamentary disposition of coprizhs may be limited so 2s to apply only
to some of the acts which the owner of the copyrize hes The exclusive right to control, or to a part

only of the period of the CODYIight, O i = Spechited coommry o ocher geographical area.
Any assigmment of copyright and any excipsive Eoemss = & = =ct subject to anthorization by the

owner of copyright shali be m Wiiting soned S ov e Tttt oF 1he assignor or Hcensor, s the
<ase mz=V be. :

B
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==z of any economic right, or a license to do an act subject to
p37ight, shall not include or be deemed to include the assignment

=0t explicitly referred to therein.

¢} An assigmment firence o < s=mewtary disposition may be effectively granted or made in respect
of a future work or o= 2Z5Tes work in which copyright does not yet subsist and the Drospective
copyright iz any s work shell be ansmissible by operation of law as movable property.

H A testamertary disposition of the material on which a work is first written or otherwise recorded
shall, in e zbsence of amything to the contrary, be taken to include the disposition of any

copyright or prospective copyricht i the work which is vested in the testator.

§ 5.24. Application for Regisiration; Issnance of Certificate

The application for copyright registration shall be made pursuant to regulations of the Intellectual Property
Otfice. When, afier Sxammination, the Registrar of the Copyright Department, defermines that in
accordance with the provisiens of Sis Part, the material deposited constitutes copyrightable subject matter
aud that the other legal znd formal requirements of regulations of fhe Intellectual Property Office have
been met, shall regisier the clairm 2ngd issue to the applicant  certificate of Tegistration under the seal of
toe Imtellectual Property Office. The certificate shall contain the information given in the application,
ogether with the mamber and efoctive date of the registration.

§ 8.25, Registration of Transfers and other Documents

a) Amny transfer of copyright ownership or other document. pertaining to-a copyright may be registered

~in the Intellectual Property Office if the document filed for registration bears the actal signature
of the person who executsd it, orif it is accorupanied by a swom affidavit or official certification
that it Is a tree copy of the originzl, signed document. '

o} The Director Gezeral shall, npon receipt of a document provided by sub-section (a) and of the fee
as specified by the Intellectual Property Office, shail register through the Registrar the document
and return it with a certificate of record.

) Registration of 2 docoment in the Intellectual Property Office shali give all persons constructive
notice of the facss stated in the registered document.

2} In the case of works HArst published in Liberia by Liberian authors, no persons claiming by virtue
of 2 transfer to be the owner of copynight may institute an infringement action unless the claim has

been registered m the Intellectual Property Office. An infringement action may be initiated after

P

Tegistration o= 2 cause of action that arose before registration.
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§9.26. Protection of Performers, Producers of Sexnd Rerordimoc ond Breadcasting Orgamizations of
Related Rights

a} The protection of performers shall apply @ PeE=Toers $ho = nationals of the Repubtic of
Liberia, and performers who are not nationsis of the B of Liberia but whose Erizmences:

L  take place on the termritory of the Repubiic of T fheria- or

ii.  are incorporated in phonograms that zre protectsd tmder this Act; or

ii.  have not been fixed in 2 phonogram but ars acind=d & broadeacts qualifying for protec icn
Imderthié‘ E.a'rt' v s ¢ U S ardss

b) The provisions of this Act on the protection of sound recerdings shall apply to:

1. sound recordings the producers of which zre nationsts of the Republic of Liberia;

v — -

I sound recordings first fixed in fhe Repubfic F L3eriz- and
ii.  sound recordings first published in the Republic of Liberia
€} The provisions of this Act on the protection of broadeasts shall apply to:

L.  broadcasts of broadcasting organizations the headquerters of which are situsted in the
Republic of Liberia; and

.  broadcasts transmitted from transmitters situated in the Republic of Liberja.

d) Section 8.5 applies to PIOgram-carrying signals the sIginating Organization of which is a mational
of the Republic of Liberia.

¢) The provisions in this Act shall 2pply to performances, producers of sound recordings, and
broadcasts, broadcasting organizations that are eli gible for protection m the Republic of Liberia by
virtue of and in accordance with any international convesstion or other International agreement to
which the Republic of Liberia is party.

§9.27. Rights of Performers
a) A performer shall have the exclusive right to Cary OW ot 1o 2uthorize any of the following acts:

i the broadcasting or other communication 0 the public of his performance, excent whers
the broadcasting or the other communication i mece ffom 2 fixation of the pe—femnancs
which the performer has authorized to be me2s or s 2 rebroade ting made or =rhedz=d
by the organization mitially broadcasting the perioTmance;

3



i the fixation of his unfixed performance;

ui.  the direct or indirsct reproduction of a fixation of his performance, in any manner or form;
iv.  the distribetion of 2 Sxation of his performance, or of oo_piés thereof, to the public;

v.  the commercial reptal io the public of a fixation of his performance, .or copies thereof:

vi.  the making available tg the public of his fixed performance, by wire or wireless means, in
such a way thet members of the public may access them from a place or at a time
mdividuaity chosen by them. . o

b) Once the performer has authorized the incorporation of his performance in 2n audiovisual fixation,
he shall, in the absence of contractual provisions to the contrary, be deemed to have -assigned his
exclusive economic rights with respect to that fixation to its producer.

¢) The right of distritestion understem {iv) of subsection (a) shall no apply to a copy of a fixation of
his performance hat has already been subject to a sale or other transfer of ownership in 2n
P ] D
counfry authorized by the performer.

d) Independently of the performer’s economic rights, and even after the transfer of those rights, the
performer shall, as regards his live aural performances or performances fixed in phoncgrams, have
the right to claim to be identified as the pedformer of his performances, except where omission is
dictated by the mznner of the use of the performance, and to object to any distortion, mutilation or :
other modification of his performances that would be prejudicial to his reputation.

e) Modifications consistent wih fhe sommal explojtation of a performance in the course of a use
authorized by the performer shell net be sonsiderad prejudicia! to the performer’s reputation. The
provsions of Section 9.7 {3) apply mmtaiis muzandis to the rights granted under this subsection.

) The rights under this section shall be protected unti] the end of the fifiieth calendar year following
the year inwhich the performance was fixed.

$5.28. Rights of Producers of Scand Rerorefncs

a} A producer of a soimd recording shel have the exclusive Light 1o carry out or to authorize any of
the following acts;

L the direct or indirect reproditing o he sound recording, in any manner or form;

fs

o 0f B o

I ke dishi e ni e ofigme! 5 oomies of the sound recording to the public;

- s &

the commertza! rentel of = ot o copies of the sound recording to the public,

=0
1



. e making ayailable to the public of the sound recording, by wire or wireless means, in
s 2 way that members of the public may access it from a place or at a time individually

b} The rwiw of distibotion under subsection {a) (ii.) of this Section shall not apply to the original or
= ooy of the soamd recording that has already been subject o a sale or other transfer of
O¥IETS=s I any conntry authorized by the producer.

¢} The =gias nnder subsection (a) shall be protected from the publication of the sound recording untl
the end of the fiftieth calendar year following the year of publication or, if the sound recording has
not been pesblished from the fixation of the sound recording until the end of the fiftieth calendar
yeaz, foliowing the year of fixation, VR 1525 e hs

§928_Equitable Remuneration for use of Sonnd Recordings

a) If 2 soumd mecording published for commercial purposes, or a reproduction of such sound
recording, I msed directly for broadcasting or other communication to the public, or is publiciy
periozmed, = single equitable remuneration for the performer or performers and the oToduce: of e
SOund recorting shall be paid by the user to the producer or a callective management organization
Hicensed by the Intellectual Property Office.

b) Unless otherwise zgreed between the performers and the producer, half of the amount received by
the producer under subsection () shall-be paid bythe producer to the performer or performers. y

¢} The right o an equitable remureration under this section shall subsist from the date of publication
of the sound recording until the end of fifty calendar years following the year of publication.

d) For the purposes of this section, sound recordings that have been made available to the public by
wire or wireless means in such a way that members of the public may access them from a place
end at a time individually chosen by them shall be considered as if they have been published for
commercial purposes.

e) Subsection (a) does not apply 10 the extent that the use of the sound recording is covered by an
exclusive right under Section 9.2(a) (iv.) and Section9.3(a) (iv.) of this Part.

§935. Righis of Broadcasting Organizations

2y A broadcesting orgamization shall have the exclusive right to carry out Or 1o authorize any of the
following acts: - ;

I+ dhe rebroadeasting of its broadcast:

i.  the cemmunication to the public of its broadcast;

L)
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.  the fixation of its broadcast
iv  the reproduction of a fixation of its broadeast.

b} The rights under this section shall be protected from the moment when the broadeasting takes
place until the end of the twentieth calendar year following the vear in which the broadcast takes
place. ;

¢) Program-carrying signals transmitted by satellite which are not intended for direct reception by the
public, but for simultaneons or subsequent broadcasting or cable distribution by an authorized
receiving -organization, may not be broadcast or communicated to the public by anyone else
without authorization of the person or legal entity that decided whas program the emitted signal
-would carry (originating organization). - ot i

§9.31. Limitations on Protection

Sections 9.2, 9.3, 9.4 and 9.5 shall not apply where the acts referred to in those sections are related to:

a) using short excerpis for Teportmg current events o the extent Justified by the purposs of providing
current information

b) cases where, under this Part, a work can be used without the authorizetion of the ommer of copyright.

C) any work in cases where Teproduction would conflict with a normal exploitation of the work or

=

would otherwise unreasonably prejudice the legitimate interests of the owner of the copyright.
§9.32. Technological Protection--Messures,

a) Technological Protection Measures shall be regarded as effective where the use of a work of obiect
of related right protected under this Act is controlled by the right holder fhrough apoficstion of an

_—

aCcCess control or protection process which, in the course of its operation, achieves the
protection objective.

b) Notwithstanding the provisions of this section, a benediciary of any exception or limitation under
this Act may circumvent any technological protection measure to the extent required to benefit
from such exception or limitation.

¢) It shall be unlawful to circumven: any tecimological protection measore appied it & work or
phonogram; or to manufacture, oifer to the public, distibute or in any cther W=y T2t in devices,
COmPORERLS, services or other means designed, adzapted or promoted 1o circarmyest sack = measure.
The civil and cirminal procedures, remedies and sanctions applicable o copyrist nimoeTent in

this Act shall apply to any violation of this DTovisicn.

§9. 33. Protection of Rights Management Information
a) It is prohibited to knowin gly:

1. remove or alter any electronic rights management information withous the conge— o e night
holder, or
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Ssoioee, Emport for distribution, broadeast or communicate to the public of works or other
sufbsiect-matter protected under this Act from which electronic copyright management
Formation has been removed or altered without the authorization of the right owner when
<=k zcr w3l induce, enable, facilitate or conceal an infringement of any right covered by

i)

B

Subsacrion (a) does not prohibit any governmental activities for public policy or security
a=Tthorized by law. '

i

_ Notwihstznding subsection (a), upon the request by the beneficiary of an exception or
¥rmimsion in accordance with this Act, the Director General of the Intellectnal Property
Gefics may order that the necessary means be made available to a beneficiary in order that

ke may enjoy or apply the exception or limitation, to the extent required to benefit form it
§5.34. Prutection of Traditional Cultural Expressions

TEL

2} Traditiona! cultural expressions are protected against the following actions:

i  reproduction;

% fixation of a previously unfixed performance;
iii.  communication to the public by performance, broadcasting, distribution by cable or other .
‘tneans;

d s
<
!

- zdaptations, translations and other transformations;

. when such exprsssions are made for commercial purposes outside their traditional or
customary coniext by persons who are not Liberians citizens or domiciled in Liberia.

b} Thezights conferred wnder subsection () of this Section shall not inchude the right to control:

i.  use for educatonal purposes;

i

use by way of ilustration In an original works of an author; provided that the extent of such
nse is within the scope of fair use;

= incidental inchusion of in a copyright work.

' & Iz 27 publications inchuding fixations of performances and in connection with any communication
= the public or broadcast of any identifiable traditional cultural expression, its sousce shall be
iniceted in an appropriate mammer and in conformity with fair practice, by mentioning the
~c=—munity or place from where the expression was derived.
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& The right to authorize acts referred to in subsection (a) of this section shall vest iz the Inteliectaal
Property Office.

=

5 The Intellectual Property Office shall ensure that amy benefits accruing from the commercial
exploitation of traditional cultural expression are realized by the relevant community from where it
originated and where the community cannot be clearly identified or the work cuis across more than
one community, the benefits shall be administered by the Imtellectnal -Property Office for the
promotion of cultural activities in Liberia. y

§835. Levy on Copyright Material

a) There shall be paid a levy on any material used or capable of being used to infringe copyright in 2
work. et )

b) The levy payable under subsection (2) of this Section shall be as may be determined by the
Minister from time to time and published and different levies may be imposed on different
categories of materials. :

¢) The levy shall be paid into the funds of the Intellectual Property Office and the Office shall have
power to disburse the funds amongst approved collective management organizations I accordance
with regulations made by the Office. i

d) In fthis section, “material” incindes. any object, equipment, machine, contrivances or any other
device used or capable of being nsed to infringe copyright in a work.

§9.36. Royalties

a) In the absence of an agreement to the contrary, no person nay broadcast, cause the trznsmission of
or play a sound recording without payment of & royalty to the owner of the relevant copyright

b) The amount of 2 royalty contemplated in subsection (a) of this Section shall be detiermmed by &
agreement between the user of the sound recording, the performer and the owner of the COpYIight,
or between their represeniziive collecting societies.

¢) The owner of the copyright who receives payment of a royalty in terms of this sectinnshall shore
such royalty with any performer whose performance 1s featured on the sound recording 2nd who
would have been entitled to receive a royalty in that regard under this Section.

d) The performer’s share of the royalty shall be determined by an agréeement between the performer
and the owner of the copyright. : ‘



¢) In %o shsence o == sgrooment between e performer and the owner of the copyright, or between
thesr represe===v¢ collecting sociefies, The perfarmer or owner may refer the matter to the courts, or
seck sharmetivs Sispotes resofution in the form of mediaiion or arbitration.

SUB-PARTE
POISTRIAL PROFERTY RIGHTS J : g
Sectien 18
Trademarks

§ 10.1. Acquisition & Exclusive Right to a Mark; Registrability

a) Amny sigs, or any combination of signs, capable of distinguishing, the goods or services of one
undertaking from those of other undertakings shall be capable of constituting a trademark and shall
be visaally perceptible. The nature of the goods or services of which a trademark is to applied shall
$n 1o case form zm obstacle to registration of {he trademark.

b) A meark may consist, m pariicaiar, of words, letters, mmerals, figures, pictures, combinations of
colors, the shape of goods or of parts of e goods, or the packaging or other conditioning of
gO0as.

c) The exclusive right to use a mark, as provided in this Part, shall be acquired by registration in
accordance with the provisions hereof. _ a

§102. Unregistrable Trademarks

Aszgr_gﬁmzx?ahd}}m—ﬁﬁéasameiﬁ
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i is devoid of any distinctive cheracier of iS otherwise inczoeble of distinguishing the
soods or services of one enterprise from those of other enterprises;
i it comsists exclusively of a sign or indication that may serve in trade to designate the kind,
grafity, guantity, intended purpose, value, geographical origin, time of production of goods
or of rendering of services, of other chamecteristics of goods or services introspect of which
the mark is to be used;

Fi it consists exclusiweiv of 2 §gn o ixFiration that has become customary in current
kmgeage of in the Song fide estzhiided wactices of the frade to designate goods or services

introspect of whith Te mak S 2 o2 =05 OF that is a usual or recognized technical or
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vii

Viil.

it consists of the shape of a product or of its container or packaging where the shape results
from the nature of the product, container or packaging, or it is a shape that prevides a
technical effect, functional advantage or substantial value to the goods;

it is mot distinct or separable from the goods or services to which it applies, or it consists of
a feature or characteristic that results from the nature of the goods or services themselves;

it is contrary to public order or morality; however, the nature of the goods or services to
which a mark is to be applied shall not be an obstacle to registration of the mark;

it is likely to deceive or mislead the public or trade circles, in particular as regards the
geographical origin or provenance of the goods or services concerned -of their nature,
quality or other characteristics;

it is identical with, or is an imitation of or contains as an element, any sign covered under
article 6ter of the Paris Convention, unless authorized by the competent authority of the
State or organization concereed.

b) A sign cannot be validly registered as 2 mark if the use of such mark would conflict with prior
third-party rights-in force in Liberia, in particular where:

the sign is identical with or similar to an earlier registered mark or geographical indication
belonging to a different person, or to a mark having an earlier filing or priority date, In
respect of identical, similar or related goods or services, and this would be likely to cause
confusion or a likelihood of association with the earlier mark or geographical indication;

the sign is a reproduction, imitation or translation of a distinctive sign that is well known in
Liberia in respect of identical or similar goods or services of another person, or is well-
known in Liberia for goods or services which are not identical or similar to those in respect
of which registration is applied for, provided, in the latter case, that use of the sign in
relation to those goods or services would be likely to cause confusion or a likelihoed of
association with the well-known distinctive sign, or would indicate a connection between
those goods or services and the owner of the well-known distinctive sign, or that the

_ reputation of the sign or of the owner thereof would be damaged by such use, or such use

without due canse would take unfair advantage of, dilute or otherwise be detrimental to, the
distinctive character or the repute of the well-known distinctive sign;

the-use of the sign in Liberia is liable to be prevented by virtue of any rule of law, in
particular, protecting an unregistered mark, trade name, geographical indication or other
sign used in the course of trade, or by virtue of an earlier inteilectual property right, in
particular the law of copyright or of industrial designs;

the application for registration has been made in bad faith, or the registration of the sign
would consolidate or facilitate an act of unfair competition.
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¢) For the purposes of subsection (b)(1), where the sign is identical with the earher tegistered mark o
geographical indication irrespective of identical soods of services, 2 likelibood of confhsion shall
be presumed.

d) For the purposes of subsection (b)(ii), in determining whether a distinctive sign is WAH known,
Section 10.13 shall apply.

e) The prior user of a mark that is nefther registered nor the subject of a pesing application wxisr
subsection (b)(i), may oppose an application: for a registration by another person of an identical or
similar mark for identical or similar goods or services, provided he:

i.  submits evidence that he has used that mark in Liberia In good faits prior o the Bhmg date
or the priority date, if applicable;

ii.  submits evidence that he has acquired clientele or reputation in Liberia in connection with
that mark; and

i1i.  filesan avoucatmn for regisiration of his own mark prior to filing the noGee of opposition.

f) The Director General or the court shall have the authority to decide whether a mark has acquired in
Liberia secondary meaning or distinctiveness through continued use and may, in such case, register
the mark notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (10.2) (a) (ii) and (iii}.

$10.3. Honest and Copcurrent Use

In case of honest concurrent use, or of other circumstances in which the court or the Director General find
it proper to do so, the court or the Director General may allow the registration of marks that are idestical
or nearly resemble each other in respect of the same goods or services or description of goods of services
by more than one proprietor subject to such conditions and Emitasions, if any, as fhe cowt o the Dio=cer
General, as the case may be, may mpose.

§10.4. Registration to be in Respect of Particular Goods
A trademark shall be registered in respect of goods or services falling in a particular class or classes in
accordance with the prescribed classification, provided that the tights ansing from the registration of a

trademark shall be determined in accordance with presciibed classification appbcable ati the daie of
registration thereof.

§10.5. Application for Registration; Right of Prioriity

a) The owner of a frademark fised in commmerce may request through sx.lbmi:,ajuh of e aps®
regisiration of the trademark on the principal register therefor by paying the feos and
Intellecmal Property Oifice an application as may be prescribed by the D’fw::}r Gomorzt?

(¥3]
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b) The application for regisiration of a2 mark shall contain:
1. areguest for registration;
. =suffcienidy clear reosadnction or representation of the mark, as prescribed;

oL =z kst of the soods o sarvites for which regisiration of the mark is requested, grouped in
accordance with the applicable class or classes of the International Classification Marks;
iv.  proof of payment of the prescribed application fee; and

'v.  shall comply with afher prescribed requirements.

<) When the mark consists of 2 sign that is not viéﬁéﬂy‘ perceptibié; the alp?ﬁéation shall contain a
graphic representation of the mark. Such representation may not consist of a written description of
the sign.

d) The application may contain a declaration claiming, in accordance with the Paris Convention, the
priority of ene or meore earier applications filed for the same mark in respect of corresponding
goods or services, by the applicant or his predecessor in title, in or for any State party to the said
Convention or any Member of the World Trade Organization.

e) The period of priority shall be for six months and shall be computed in accordance with the
provisions of Article 4 of the Paris Convention, that is from the date of filing of the first
application, but shall exclnde the day of filing in the six months period, and shall end on the last
day of the period unless an ofiicial holiday or a day the Inteliectual Property Office is not open in
which case the period shall be extended until the next working day for the filing of application.

-

) The effect of clanmme gty sheil be in compliance with the Paris Convention, m particular, an
application fled within the prionity period shall not be refused or invalidated by reason of any acts
occurring during that peried, i particular, another Sling or the publication or used of the mark,
and such acts shail not give nise 1o any third-part right or any right of personal possession.

g) Where the application contains a declaration claiming priority the Director General may request
the applicant to fumish, within the prescribed time limit which shall not be less than three months
from the date of filimg, 2 ¢opy ofthe earlier applicstion certified as correct by the foreign authority
with which & was Sied Tt Dector General may also request that the copy be accompanied by a
certificate from thes aurteeity showing the date of filing, and by a translation into English.

k) If the Direcios Genersl S== = the conditions for the right of priomty or the requirements for
claimms pricsity heve oot teer Tulfilled, the declarafion claiming priority shall be considered not

= 3

10 have Soen m=os.
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1) The filing date of an application for registration of a mark shall be the date on which the
application is received at the Office if, at the time of receipt, it contains at least the folowing
elements:

1. anexpress or implicit indication that the registration of a mark is applied for;

1.  sufficient information to idemtify the applicant and to contact the applicant or his
representative;

i a sufficiently clear reproduction of the mark or a representation of the mark, as prescribed;

iv.  alist specifying the goods or services for which the registration is sought; proof of payment
of the prescribed application fee;

1) If the application omits one of the elements indicated in the previous paragraph, the Director
General shall notify the applicant requesting that the omission be corrected. Until the omission is
corrected, the application shall be regarded as not filed. The provisions of Section 16.6 (b) and (¢)
shall apply.

k) The applicant may ammend or correct the application at any time during the procedure. An
amendment or correction shall not be accepted if it involves a change i the mark or results in an
enlargement or a broadening of the scope of the list of goods or services specified in the initial
application, but said list may be reduced or limited.

) The applicant may at any time during pendency divide his application in order to separate into two
or more applications the goods or services specified in the mitial application. A division shall not
be accepted if it results in an enlargement or broadening of the scope of the list of goods or
services specified in the nitial application, but said list may be reduced or himited.

m) Each divisional application shall retzin the filing date and the mght of priomty of the ipigal
application. After the division, each divisional application shall be independent. If publication of
the application occumred before the division, the publication shall have effect for each divisional
application. :

n) The applicant may at any time withdraw his applicaticn or limit the list of goods or services
covered by the application.

§10.6. Examination; Publication; Oppositicn and Registration
a) Upon the filing of an application for registration and payment of the prescribed ifee, the Direcior
General shall refer the application to the Regisirar in charge of the registration of marks, who shall

cause an examination to be made as to whether it appears that the apphicant is exfified to
registration or would be entitled to registration.
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I the =oplication doss mot comply with the prescribed requirements, the Director General shall
aGily e applicant accordingly requesting him to comect the application within two months from
the date of the notification

If the r=quired comection is mot made within the speczted period, the zpplication shall be
comszdered withdrawn.

Where the Direcior General finds that the conditions meferred to under subsection (a) through
subsection (e) of this section are fulfilled he shall canse the appiication to be published in the
prescribed manmer.

Azy interested person may, within the prescribed period axd m the preserived manmer, file with the
Director General a notice of opposition to the registration of the mark specifying the grounds that
the opponent deems relevant to refuse the registration of that mark.

The Director General shall notify the opposition to the applicant and, within the period of three

months and in the prescribed manrner, the applicant may send 1o the Direcior General a reply to the

onnnstHnn
Opposthon,

If the applicant sends a reply to the opposition, the Director Genersl shall farpish a copy thereof to

the persom giving notice of opposition and shall hear the parties, if either or both wish to be heard.

- The Director General shall examine and determine whether the mark cormplies with the definition

in Section 10.1 and is registrable under Section 10.2. Where one or more oppositions have been
filed on grounds under Section 10.2, he/ske shall also examine whether the mark is registrable
under those grounds.

810.7. Certificate of Regisiration

a)

Where the Direcior Genezzl finds that the conditions for regisiration are inlfilled . he/she shall refer
the applicant to the Registrar for regismetion of the mark, publication of 2 reference to the
Tegistration and issue o the applicant a cenificate of registration. . Otherwise, he shall refuse the
application. E
Where an application Tor regiswation of a mark claims the bes inguies of the
Paris Convention that every wademark duly registered in the coontny accepted for
filing and protection &I Liberia as part of the Union mmdsr the Park Coovesmon, the Director
General shall ensure that in deciding on the registration, a certificats of =zs=ion of the country
of origin issued by the competent avthority is produced by the sppicast and st the country of
origin is where the appEcant has 2 real and effective ndusirial or cormeret =smblishment, or is
domiciled, or is a national of the country of origin. Trademarks covered by s subsection shall
ot be denied regiswarion or invalidated except in keepine with rales ang =eniEnons issued by the
Director General pursnant to said Ariicle of the Paris Cosvention
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= §10.8. Rights Conferred by Registration

a) Registration of a mark shall confer on its registered holder the right o trevent any =mauthorized
third party from carrying out the following acts:
L  affixing a sign identical to the mark on goods for which the mark has been rogistered, on
goods associated to the services for which the mark has been registered, or on the
containers, wrapping or packaging of such goods;

: 1.  suppressing or distorting the mark for commercial purposes zfer i has been affixed as
specified in subsection (a);
Hi.  manufacturing, selling, offering for sale, distributing or stocking material that bears the
mark or may be used as labels, containers, wrappings, packaging, business paper or
advertising,

iv.  refilling or re-utilizing for commercial purposes containers or packesing bearing the mark;

v.  using in the course of trade a sign that is identical or similer o the mark in respect of any
goods or services, where such use may cause a risk of confusion or association with the
holder of the registration, provided that where an identical sign is used for identical goods.
or services, a likelihood of confusion shall be presumed;

vi. using in the course of trade a sign that is identical or similer to the mark in respsct of any
goods or services where such use may cause unfair economic prejudice to the holder of the
registration, or would take unfair advantage of, dilute or otherwise be detrimental to the
distinctive character or advertising value of the mark, or would take unfair advantage of the
reputetson of the mark or its holder:

vii.  using publicly a sign that is identical or similar to the matk, =ven for mon-commercial
purpeses, where this may cause a dilution of the distinctive character or advertising value
of the mark, or would take unfair advantage of the reputation of the registered mark or its
holder

AA .

5} For the purposes of this Section, the following acts, in particular, shall be regarded as use of a sign
m the course of frade:

i introducing on the market, selling, offering for sale or distribiting goods or services with
the sign or with reference to the sign; :

i..  1mporiing, exporting, storing or transporting goods that bear the-sign or that refer to the
sign; :

o



1ii.

v.

i

1.

1if.

using the sign in advertising, publications, business papers, commercial docaments or

written or oral communications, irrespective of the means of commumication or media
used;

using the sign for commercial purposes on the Intemet or other electromic commmmication

media or networks open to the public where such use is ntended for Liberia or has a
commercial effect in Liberia;

adopting er using the sign as part of a domain name or other similar identification or

designation on the Internet or other electronic. communication media or networks open to
the public.

c) The rights conferred by registration of a mark may not be exercised to prevent

any acts in respect of goods lawfully bearing the mark after those goods have been put on

the market in Liberia or abroad by the registered holder or by a person acting with the

holder’s consent or ha\m:rg an economic tie to the holder, provided that the goods and the

packaging or wrapping in direct contact with the goods have not suffered amy mmaterial

alteration or damage; to this effect an economic tie shall exist between two persons where

onc of them may exercise on the other a decisive influence with Tespect to the exploitation
of the mark, or where a third party may exercise such an influence on both persons;

use of the registered mark by any person for the purpose of indicating truthfully in the
course -of trade that the goods or services that- bear the mark originate with the holder of the
mark or a licensee thereof;

use of the registered mark by any person to provide information regarding the infended

purpose, use or compatibility of a product or service, in particular with respect to
ACCEessories 0T spare parts;

1v.  use by a person in the course of trade of that person’s name, address, place of business or

place of production or distribution of goods or Qervm&i or those of that person’s
predecessor in busimess.

d) The acts under subsection {¢) (i.), (ifi.), (iv.) and (v,) shall be sliowed subiect io comphances with

honest practices and provided such acts do not cause confusion regarding the provenance of the
goods or services, and do not take unfair advantage of, or are defrmpental to, the distnctive
character or repute of the mark, and do not otherwise constitute unfair competition.

e) The holder of a registered mark may assign it without transferring the business to which the mark
belongs.

43



$199. Term of Registratios Renewal

a)
b)

S

d}

§10.}:Q. Invéﬁéaﬁon; Hevecation

2)

&)

The term of regisiatics of 2 ==k shall be of ten years computed from the date of the registration.

The registration of 2 === ==v be renewed for further consecutive periods of ten years each; upoen
compliance Witk Hie oroscrioed requuements and payment of the prescribed renewal fee.

A grace period of six mo=ts el be allowed for repewal of the registration, on payment of the
prescribed surcharge.

i’ renewal does mot =k wiace =5 prescribed, the registration of the mark shall lapse.

Amy interested person may request the Director General to invalidate the registration of 2 mark in
respect of one, some or 211 the goods or services covered by the registration.

A request for imvalidetion on gromnds of prior third-party rights may not be filed after the
expiration of a peried of five wears connted from the date of the registration, unless the registration
was obtained in bed Z5b 2 =quest for invalidation on other grounds may be filed at any time.

The Director General $=l mvalidete the registration if it is proven that the registered sign does not-
comply with the definition of ‘mark’ provided in Section 10.1-or that the mark was registered inr
contravention of any of the grounds specified in Section 10.1{c).

Any invalidation of the registration of a mark shall be deemed to have been effective as of the date :
of registration, and it shall be recorded and a reference thereto published as soon as possible.

The Diector Gerersl mmay revoke S resistration of 2 mark in respect of one, some or all the
goods or services coversd by the regisiTation, on any of the dlowing grounds:

1 within the pefiod of three ye=rs Sllowing the dat= of completion of the registration
procedure the mark has not been put to genuine wse im Liberiz in relation to the goods or
services for which it is registered, and there are no justified reasons for such failure to use;

b b
.

i sobstantive use of the mark hes been suspended for 2= uninterrupted period of three years,
and there are po fusiifiad reasers for such failure to vses

m consegoemce of acs of fmection of the registered holder, the merk has become the
common name o the only effective designation available for use in the ordinary course of
trade i respect of a prodnct & svice for which the mark is registered;

Iv.  In comsegE=nce of the menner In wiich the registered holder used the mark or allows it to
B2sie = mmsiead the public, particularly as to the nature, quality or

geographxzl o of B zoads of services for which the mark is registered.

44



1) For the purpose of subsection10.10 (b) use of a mark includes use in a form differing m elements
that do not alter the distinctive character of the mark in the form in which it was registered, and ose
in Liberia includes affixing the mark to goods or to the packaging of goods in Liberia scieiy for
€Xport purposes.

g) - Where in any proceedings under this Act it is required to prove the use to which a mark has beer
put, including the duration, nature or scope of the use, the burden of such proof shali ii= with the
registered holder.

|
v

B

h) The registration of a mark shall not be revoked on the grounds mentioned in subsection 10.15 (=)
or (b} if use of the mark is commenced or resumed after the expiry of the three-year period and nes
. - less than one month before the request for revocation is made. e L s e

: E| o
g

1) Where grounds for invalidation or revocation exist in respect of only some of the goods or services

for which the mark is registered, invalidation or revocation shall relate to those goods or services
only.

j) Where the registration of a mark is revoked to any extent, the effects of revocation shall be desmead
to have taken place to that extent as from the date of the request for revocation, and it shall be
recorded and a reference thereto shall be published as prescribed, as soon as possible.

ky A réq-dest for invalidation or revocation may be made by any person, and may be made either to
the Director Genera] or to the court,

1) For the purposes of proceedings under this section, the provisions of Section 10.6 {c) and (d) shall
apply

18.11. Collective Marks

a} Section 10.1 (b) to Section 10.6 of this Part shall apply to collective marks. However, where 2

- collective mark consist of, or contains, a geographical name that corresponds to the place of origin
of the goods in respect of which the mark is to be registered, the Director General may decide not
to apply Section 10.1 (c) as required.

b) A mark capable of distinguishing, in the course of trade, the goods or services of persons who ars
members of an association, from goods or services of persons who are not members of such
association, shall on application in the prescribed manner, be registrable as a collective itade mark
or service mark in respect of the goods or services in the name of such an association.

c) Where an international registration designating Liberia is 2 collective mark or a certification mark,
the regulations governing the use of such collective mark or certification mark shall be submitted
directly, by the holder of that international registration, to the Director General.

d) Any changes made in respect of the rules referred to in subsection (c) shall be commumicated to the
Director General, who shall record the changes.
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e) A collective mark may not be the subject of a license contract other than for the members of the
registered holder of the collective mark.

) The Director General may refuse protection to a collective mark if the collective mark is cosxrary
to the public interest. :

§18.12. Certification Marks

a) Section 10.1 to Section 10.6 of this Act shall apply to certification marks. However, where a
certification mark consist of, or contains, a geographical name that corresponds to the place: of
origin of the goods in respect of which the mark is to be registered, the Director General may

... decide not to apply Section 10.1 (c). .. . .. . s et WP Bt e

b) The application for the registration of 2 certification mark shall designate the sign as a certification
mark and shall be accompanied by a copy of the rules governing the use of that mark, which shall
be made of public record.

¢} Any changes made in respect of the rules referred to in iem (2) shall be communicaied to the
Director General, who shall record the changes.

d) The holder of a certification mark may not use the mark to certify its own goods or services.

¢) The Director Genera! shall imvalidate the registration of a certification mark if it is proven that the
registered holder has contravened the provision in subsection (c) of this section, or that he permits
use of the mark in contravention of the rules referred to in subsection (c) of this section orin a
manaer liable to deceive trade circles or the public as to the origin or any other common
characteristics of the goods or services concerned.

§10.13. Trade Names

a) A name or designation may not be used as a trade name if by its nature or by the use to which it
may be put in the course of trade, it would be contrary to public order or morality. In particular,
such use shall not be allowed if it is liable to deceive the trade circles or the pubiic as to the namre
of the enterprise identified by that name or of the activities thereof.

b) Notwithstanding any laws or regulations providing for any obligation to register a business pame
Or a company name, a trade name used in Liberia shall be protected, even =207 o of without such
registration, and whether or not it forms part of a trademark, agamst any unlawfil act committed
by third parties.

¢} Any unauthorized use of a trade name whether as a trade name, a mark or other business identifier,
likely to mislead the public, shall be deemed wunlawful.



§10.34. Well-Imown Signc

)

i)
!

A well-known distinctive sign shall be infringed by the mnauthorized use of a sign identical with or
confusingly similar to that distinctive sisn, where sack wse wouid indicate a connection between
soods or services znd the owner of the welll=ose= sion or the repufation of the well-known
distinctive sign or of its owner is likely to be demmomd by suchuse,

\I

b) In determining whether 2 distinctive sign is well kxown, sl relevant circumstances shall be taken
into comsideratior, in particular the following factors:

¢} The degres of kmowhedge of the sign among memsbers of the relevant sector of the public within
tha mun@—
the country;

d) The duration, scope and geographical extension of the use of the sign, inside and outside the
country;

}

[

The duration, scope and geographical extension of ths promotion of the sign, inside and outside the
cramiTy. including advertising and breseptaticn af fairs, exhibitions or other events, of the

Iz = /=] i 3 E] 5
establishment, activity, goods or services o which the sicn applies;

f) The existence and age of any registration or registration application for the distinctive sign, in the
country or abroad;. ;

) The taking of actions to defend the distinctive sign, in particular any decision taken by a national
or foreign authority, in which the sign has been recognized as being well knowr;

h) The valze of any investment made to promote the distinctive sign, or to promote the establishment,

aciivity, goods of services to which the sign applies.

I} For the prrpose of recognizing a sige as well-known it shall be sufficient for the sign to be
generally known in one relevant sector of the public.

i) The following, in particular, shall be considered relevant sectors of the public for the purpose of
recognizing a distinctive sign as well known:

i zomzl oroomniial consumers of the type of goods or services to which the distinctive sign

i  persoos mwolved in marketing or distribution channels of the type of goods or services to
whick the distmctive sign applies;

#i the sooeorerewrs in the business circles relating to the type of goods, serviess,
ast=hEsiment oF aciivily to which the sign applies.
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k) The following shall not be required as a condition to recognizing a distinctive sign as being well-
known:

1 that the sign be registered or in the process of registration in Liberia or abroad;
iL ﬂ_zat the sign has been used or is being used in trade in the country or abroad;
iii. ~ that the sign be well ket abroa;d;
iv.  that the sign be known to the general public in Liberia.

1) When deciding an action relating to the unauthorized use of a well-known distinctive sign, the
authority shall take into account the good or bad faith of the parties in the adoptiorr and use of that

sign.
§10.15. Service Marks

Subject to the provisions relating to the registration of trademarks, so far as they are applicable, service
marks shall be registrable, in the same manner and with the same effect as are trademarks, and when
registered they shall be entitled to the protection provided herein in the case of frademarks. Applications
and procedures relative to this section shall conform as nearly as practicable to those prescribed for the
registration of trade marks. 2 '

§10.16. Licensing and Assignment of Marks

a) Any license contract concerning the registration of a mark or an application therefor, shall provide
for effective control by the licensor of the quality of the goods or services of the licensee in -
connection with which the mark is used. If the license contract does not provide for such quality
comtrol or if such quality control is not effectively carried out, the license contract shall not be

vahd

b) The registration of a collective mark or an application therefor, may not be the subject of a license
contract.

c) A registered mark or a mark for which an application to register has been filed shall be assignable
wTih the goodwill of the business in which the mark is used, or with that part of the goodwill of the
busmess connected with the use of any good symbolized by the mark.

d) A compulsory licensing of trademarks shall not be permitted by a registered trademark owner, and
that. the owner shall have the right to assign the trademark with or without the transfer of the
business to which the irademark belongs.

e) Assignments shall be by instruments in writing duly executed.
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1} I zoene Iotellectual Property Office shall maintain a record of information on assignments in
sach T 35 may be prescribed by the Director General.

$10.17. Desclsmmers

2} To= Dme=cror General may require the applicant to disclaim an unregistrable component of a mark
ofrwise regisirable. An appiicant may voluntarily disclaim a component of a mark sought to be
emstared.

=2

130

b} No discimmer shall prejudice or affect the applicant’s or registrant’s rights then existing or

thersafier arising in the disclaimed matter, or his right of registration on another application of the

"

disclaimnad matier be or shall have become distinctive of his goods or services.
§10.18. Goods Unlawfunlly Bearing a Mark or Trade Name; Seizure on Importation

All goods untawiully bearing a trademark or trade name contrary to this Part shall be subject to seizure
upon importation pursuant to customs laws and regulations, and the civil procedure law of Liberia.

§10.19. Intermational Registration Under the Madrid Protocol:
{a) International Applications Originating from Liberis,

Any communication, including an international application, submitted to the International Bureau through
the intermediary of the Office shall be in English.

(b) Examination of International Applications in Respect of which
Liberia is the Country of Origin

Where am maternational application is filed with the Director General for transmitia! ¢ the International
Burean, the Director General shall verify that Liberia may be considered as the coumzy of origin in respect
of that application, and that the relevant particulars appearing in the international application correspond
to the relevant pamculars appearing in the basic application or basic registration, as the case may be, in
acocordance with the provisions of the Madrid Protocol and the Common Regulations.

$10.28. Cegtifieation
a) Wiere the international application complies with the prescribed regmirements, the Director
General shall so certify in the international application, indicating zisc e d== o= which the
international application was received, and shall forward the mt rm=tiomal application to the

Intermational Bureau

b) Where the international application does not meet the prescn'bc-:: —=osmements, the Dhirector
Gemneral shail not forward it to the International Bureau, and shall infoe— == zophcen: accordingly.
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§10.21. Handling Fee

The prescribed handling fee shall be due and payable to the Director Generai for the cersfication and
transmittal to the International Bureau of an international application origimating m Libaiz

=

§10.22. Ceasing of Effect of the Basic Application or Basic Registration

In accordance with Article 6 of the Madrid Protocol stipulating that registration of = mesk 2 the
International Bureau is effected for 10 years but that upon expiration of a period of 5 years becomes
independent of the basic application or registration resulting from such applicatica of the basic registration
which if they are revoked, cancelled or imvalidated results in loss of the protection sfSorded by the
international registration, where the basic application, the regisiration resulting from such sppieation or
the basic registration ceases to have effect the Director General shall inform the Internationa! Burean and
shall request the cancellation of the international registration in respect of the goods and services affected.

§10.23. International Registrations

(a) Liberia as designated contracting party
Where Liberia has been designated in an international application, the Director General skl 3vertise the
international registration as prescribed.

(b) Advertisement of Application; Oppositicn
Opposition to the intemational registration shall be governed by the provisions of this Part Tegarding
opposition to the registration of a mark before the Director General.

§10.24. Ex Officio Provisional Refusal of Protection

Where the Director General finds that, in accordance with this Act, the mark that is the subject of an
international registration designating Liberia cannot be protected, the Director Generai shall, before the
expiry of the refusal period applicable under Article 5 of the Madrid Protocol, nottiy 1o the International
Bureau a provisional refusal of protection, complying with the requirements of the Madrid Protocol and
the Common Regulations. The holder of that international registration shall enjoy the same remedies as if
the mark had been filed for registration directly with the Director General.

31825, Provisional Refnsal Based on an Opposition
PP

Where an opposition is filed with the Director General in respect of an international registration
designating Liberia, the Director General shall, before the expiry of the refusai period applicable under
Article 5 of the Madrid Protocol, notify that fact to the International Bureau as a provisicnal refusal of
protection based on an opposition, in accordance with the provisions of the Mzdrid Protocol and the
Common Regulations. The holder of the internationmal registration concerned shall enjoy the same
remedies as if the mark had been filed for registration directly with the Director General.
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§10.26. No Grounds for Refusal - Statement of Grant of Protection

Where all procedures before the Director General have been completed and there is no ground to refuse
protection to the mark, the Director General shall, as soon as possible and before the expiry of the refusal
period applicable under Article 5 of the Madrid Protocol, send to the International Bureau a statement to
the effect that protection is granted to the mark in Liberia.

§10.27. Final Decision Following the Notification of a Provisional Refusal

a) Where the Director General has notified to the International Bureau a provisional refusal of
protection of the mark in accordance with Section 10.24 or Section 10.25 and such provisional
refusal is subsequently totally or partially withdrawn, the Director General shall send to the
International Bureau either:

i, astatement to the effect that the provisional refusal is withdrawn and that protection of the
mark is granted in Liberia for all the goods and services for which protection has been
requested, or

ii. astatement indicating the goods and services for which protection of the mark is granted in
Liberia.

b) Where the Director General has sent to the International Bureau a notification of total provisional
refusal of protection of the mark in accordance with Section 10.24 or Section 10.25 and the
Directer General subsequently decides to confirm such total refusal of protection, the Director
General shall send to the International Bureau a statement to that effect.

§10.28. Further Decision Affecting Protection of a Mark

Where, following the sending of a siziement in accordance with this Section, there is a further decision
that affects the protection of a mari = Liberia, the Director General shall, to the extent that he is aware of
that decision, send to the Internaticmal Brreau a further statement indicating the goods and services for
which the mark is protected in Libena.

§ 10.29. Effects of an International Registration

a) An international registrazion Gesigmeing Liberia shall have the same effects, as from the date of

the international registrazion, as if 2n application for the registration of the mark had been filed
directly with the Direczor Generzl oy this Part.

b) If no refusal is notified == the Director General to the International Bureau in accordance with the

Madrid Protocol and e Common Regulations, or if a refusal has been so notified but has
subsequently been witadrawn, or if 2 statement of grant of protection is sent by the Director
General, the protection of the matx in Liberia shall be the same as if the mark had been registered
directly by the Direczor Geo==i o= the Zate of the international registration.
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§10.30. Invalidation

a) Where the effects of an miernetons! r=msiration are invalidated in Liberia and the invelidation is
no longer subject to appesl, e Direcie Geperel shall, provided that the Director General is aware
of that decision, notify the Taternsrion=! Bureau iz accordance with the relevant provisions of the
Madrid Protocol and the Commas Reoniziions.

b) Invalidation of an intemationa! resssivation may not be pronounced without the holder of such

international registration having tesz zfforded the opportunity of defeading his rights by the
Director General.

§10.31. Recordings in the Internatipnrai Register

Any recording made in the international register in respect of an international registration, shall, to the
extent that it applies to Liberia as a designated Contracting Party, bave the same effect as if it had been
recorded in the register of marks of the Liberie Intellectual Property Ofﬁce

§10.32. Replacement

a) The Director General shail take note of an international registration in the register when requested
by the holder of an international registration where:

i.  a mark registered in Liberia is also the subject of an international registration that extends
to Liberia, and

ii.  the same person is recorded as holder of the registration in Liberia and of the international
registration, and :

iii.  all the goods and services listed in the registration in I iberma are also listed in the
international regisitation I respect of Libenia, and

iv.  the extension of that international registration to Liberia took effect after the date of
registration of the mark in Liberia,

b) A request filed with the Director General in accordance with item {2}, shall be made as prescribed.
¢) Where the Director General has taken note of an intermerionzi regiswation in accordance with

subsection (a) of this sectom, ine Director General s=zil v the Intemational Bureau
accordingly and such notification shall indicate the followize

i.  the number of the international registration in guesson.

il.  where only some of the goods and services =s=¢ m ¢ izizrnational registration are
concemed, those goods and services,

Ln
2



fii.  the filing date and number of the application for registration of the mark in Liberia,
tv.  the regisiration date and number of the registration in Liberia,

v.  the priority date, if any, of the registration in Libenia, and

vi. information relating to other rights acquired by viriue of the registration in Liberia.

d) Where a mark that is the subject of a national registration in Liberia Intellectual Property Office is
also the subject of an international registration and both registrations stand in the name of the same
person, the international registration shall be deemed to replace the national registration without

prejudice to any rights acquired by virtue of the latter provided that:
i.  the protection resulting from the international registration extends to Liberia;

ii. all the goods and services listed in the national registration are also listed in the
mternational registration;

iii.  such extension takes place after the date of the national registration.

a) Where an international registration designating Liberia is cancelled at the request of the office of
origin, in accordance with Article 6(4) of the Madrid Protocol, in respect of all or some of the
goods and services listed in the international registration, an application constituted with
regulations promulgated by the Director General may be made to the Registrar, within three
months from the date on which the international registration was cancelled, by the person who was
the holder of the international registration at the date of its cancellation, for registration of the same
trademark, in respect of goods and services covered by the list of goods and services contained in
the international registration for which protection has been requested in Libenia.

b) Subject to subsections (¢) and {€) of this section, the provisions applicable to a trademark
application filed directly with the Registrar shall apply inclusive of all necessary changes made, to

an application resulting from transformation.

¢) An application resulting from transformation shall be made on 2 pre-designed form specified by
the Director General and shall, in additicn, include the following:

i.  a statement that the application is made by way of transformation;

ii. the intermational registration number of the internztional registration which has been
cancelled;

L
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m. the date of the said intemnational registration, or the date of recording of the territorial
extension made subsequently to the international registration, as appropriate;

iv.  the date on which the cancellation of the international registration was recorded; and,

v.  where applicable, the date of any priority clalmed in the international application and
recorded in the International Register.

d} An application resulting from transformation shall be subject to the payment of the prescribed
fransformation fee.

v
(i

Where a mark that is the subject of an international registration has become protected in Liberia on
or before the date on which the international registration was cancelled and, provided that all the
requirements relating to an application resulting from transformation have been met, that
trademark shall be registered by the Registrar. The date of registration shall be the date of the
cancelled 1ntemat10nal registration, or the date of recording of the territorial extension to Liberia

made subsequently to the international registration, as appropriate, and that registration shall enjoy
any priority enjoyed by the cancelled international registration.

f) rere a mark that is the subject of an international registration has not yet become protected in
Liberia on or before the date on which the international registration was cancelled, any procedures
or measures already undertaken on or before the date on which an application resuiting from
transformation is filed for the purpose of the international registration shall be considered as
having been undertaken for the purposes of the application resulting from transformation. The _
filing date of the application resulting from transformation shall be the date of the international
registration or the date of recording of the territorial extension to Liberia made subsequently to the
international registration, as appropriate.

g) The filing date of ez zpplication resulting from transformation shall be the date of the international
registraticn or the éziz of the recording of the subsequent territorial extension to Liberia.

§10.34. Renewal
a} The international registration is effective for ten years from the date of international registration.

b) The internazzons
Protocol.

i regzerration can be renewed in accordance with the provisions of the Madrid

$10.35. Regulatiess

The Director Gezeral may issue regulations regarding international registration in conformity with and to
further impler==—— == Macid Protocol.



Section 11
Geographical Indications

§11.1. Scope of Protection
a) Any interested person may institute proceedings in the court to prevesr in respect of geographical

ndications:

i, the use of any indication or device in the presentation of 2 good in the course of trade that
suggests that the good in question originates in a geographical area other than its true place
of origin in 2 manner which misleads the public as to the geogmphic origin of the good,

i.  any use that would constitute an act of unfair competition under the Unfair Competition
Act of Liberia; or

{ii.  protection under this Part shall be available against another geographical indication which,
although literally true as to the territory, region or locality m which the goods originate
falsely represents to the public that the goods originate in another terTitory.

b) any use of a geographical indication for goods (wines and spirits) not originating in the place

indicated by the geographical indication in question, even whers the true origin of the goods is
indicated or the geographical indication is used in translation or accompanied by waivers, de-
localizing clarifications or expressions such as “kind™, “type”, “style”, “imitation” or others of
similar effect.

$11.2. Availability of Protection Regardless of Registration; Presumption

(a) Protection under this Act shall be available regardless of whether a geographical indication has been
registered. However, registration of a geographical indication under this Part shall, in any proceedings,
raise a presumption that such indication is a geographical indication.

§11.3, Homonymous Geographical Indications

2)

b)

In the case of homonymous geographical indications for identical products, protection under this
Part shall be accorded to each indication, subject to the nrovisions of Section 10.1 (a) (iid).

The Director Genera! may allow homonymous geographical indicatiens to be conaETIY
registered if he or she is satisfied that the public will not be misied. In case of permied condtmrast
use of such indications, the Director General shall determine the practical conditioas under wIx
the homonymous indications will be differentiated, taking into account the =222 = &===%
equitable treatment of the producers concerned and that consnmers are not resiad ang IS5G¢
appropriate legislation.



__ §11.5. Application for Registration; Right to File Application

§11.4. Exclusion from Protection
The following shall not be protected as geographical indications:

a) an indication that does not comply with the definition of geographical indications in Section 3 of
this Act;

b) an indication the use of which must be prevented on grounds of public order or morality;

¢) a geographical indication that is not, or that ceases to be, protected in its country of origin, or
which has fallen into disuse in that country;

d) an indication that is identical with the term customary in common language in Liberia as the
common name for the relevant goods or for related services.

2) An application for the registration of a geographical indication shalt be filed with the Registrar of
the Industrial Property Cffice.

b) The following shall have the right to file an application for registration of a geographical
indication:

1. a grouping of producers or a legal entity that groups producers that operates in a specified _
geographical area and with respect to specified goods;

ii. any competent authority on behalf of the persons or the legal entity indicated under
subsection of this section.

§11.6. Content of Application

a) An application for the registration of a geographical indication shall specify:
1. thename, address and domicile of the persons or legal entity filing the application;
1. the geographical indication for which registration is sought;
uii.  the geographical area to which the geographical indication applies;
iv.  the goods designated by the geographical indication.
b) The application shall be accompanied by a specification describing in sufficient detail the specific
characteristics of the goods for which the geographical indication is used, the area and method of
production of the goods, the link between the characteristics of the goods and the area and method

of production, the manner in which the specified characteristics are controlled and other prescribed
particulars, and shall be subject to the payment of the prescribed fee.
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¢) The appliceton s ndicate the manner in which the continued compliance of the conditions laid
dowz n the spe=ificetion wili be controlled by an independent body or authority.

§11.7. Exarsination: Pabication; Opposition and Registration
a) The Director Generel shall examine whether the application complies with the requirements of
Sections 11.5 =nd 115 (b) and Section 10.6 and the regulations pertaining thereio.

b) Where the Direcior General finds that the conditions referred to in subsection (a) of this section are
fulfilied; he/she shall causs the application to be published in the prescribed manner.

. ¢} Any mierested pesson of competent authority may, within the prescribed period and in the
prescribed mammer, give notice to the Director General of opposition to the registration of the
geographical indication specifying the grounds of the opposition.

d) The Dirsctor Geners! shall publish a notice of the opposition in the Official Gazette, and, within
the period of three months and in the prescribed manner, the applicant shall send to the Director
Generz! a coumter-statement of the grounds on which he/she relies for his application.

e) If the applicant sends a counter-statement, the Director General shall furnish a copy thereof to the
persen giving notice of opposition and, after hearing the parties, if either or both wish to be heard,
and considering the merits of the case, shall decide whether the geographical indication should be
registered.

f) Where the Director General finds that the conditions referred to in subsection (a) of this section are
fulfilled he/she shall register the geographical indication, publish a reference to the registration and
issue to the applicant a certificate of registration. Otherwise, he shall refuse the application.

§11.8. Scope of Exclusive Rights

have the nbht to use a reg15tered geogrptma ﬁd:cauon, in the course of trade, with respect to the
products specified in the Register.

b) For the puposes of this section, the following acts, in particular, shall be regarded as use of a
geographical mdication in the course of trads:

;.  introducing on the market, seifime, offesiss for sale or distributing goods or services wiih
the geographical mdication or with referece 10 the geographical indication;

ii.  importing, exporting, storing or T
that refer to the Geographic_... EXTCan0n;

iii. using the geographical incc==ca & advermsing, publications, business papers, commercial
documents or written or c=' somm—wrmisetiams jrrespective of the means of communication
or media used;

zoods that bear the geographical indication or



iv.

EIETT

using the geographical indication for commercial purposes on the mz=rmet
electronic communication media or networks open to the public where such mse
for Liberia or has a commercial effect in Liberia;

"

:; '!"T"?!‘p‘;’&f"iz
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adopting or using the geographical indication as part of a domain name or other sEmiiar
identification or designation on the internet or other electronic communication mes= o
networks open to the public.

§11.58. Limitations and Exceptions

a) The rights conferred by registration of a geographical indication may not be exercised to prevent

Ii.

il

1V,

vi.

any acts in respect of goods lawfully bearing the geographical indication after those goods
have been put on the market in Liberia or abroad by the registered holder or by a person
acting with the holder’s consent or having an econoniic tie to the holder, provided that the
goods and the packaging or wrapping in direct contact with the goods have not suffered any
material alteration or damage; to this effect an economic tie shall exist betwesn two
persons where one of them may exercise on the other a decisive influence with respect to
the exploitation of the geographical indication, or where a third party may exercise such an
influence on both persons;

use of the registered geographical indication by any person for the purpose of indicating
truthfully in the course of trade that the goods or services that bear the geographical
indication originate with the holder of the geographical indication or a licensee thereof;

use of the registered geographical indication by any person to provide information
regarding the intended purpose, use or compatibility of a product or service, in pardcuiar
with respect to accessories or spare parts;

use of indications concerning the kind, quality, quantity, value, geographicai origin, time of
production of goods or of rendering of services, or other charactenstics of goods or
services;

ag

place of production or dzsmbunon of geods or semces, or those of tuat person’s
predecessor in business.

The acts under subsection (a) (ii.) (iii.) {(iv) and (v) shall be allowed subject to compiiance
with honest practices and provided such acts do not cause confusion regardmg tie
provenance of the goods or services, and do not take unfair advantage of, or arz detrimental
to, the distinctive character or repute of the mark, and do not otherwise constitute unfair
competition.



b) Where a mark has been applied for or registered in good faith, or where rights to a mark have been
acquired through use in good faith either:

1. before the daie of entry into force t; or

ii.  before the geographical indication is protected in its country of origin;

iii.  the registrability or the validity of the registration of that mark, or the right to use that
mark, shall not be affected on grounds that such mark is identical with, or similar to, a
geographical indication.

c) Nothing in this Act shall prevent continued and similar use in Liberia of a particular foreign
geographical indication by any national or domiciliary of Liberia who has used that geographical
indication in connection with goods or services in the territory of Liberia, in a continuous manner

with regard to the same or related goods or services, either:

1.  foratleast 10 years preceding April 15, 1994; or
ii. in good faith at any time prior to that date.

§11.10. Invalidation, Revocation and Amendment of Registration
a) Any interested person or any competent authority may request the Director General to order:

i. the invalidation of a registration of a geographical indication on the ground that the
registered indication did not qualify for protection as such under this Act;

ii.  the revocation of a registration of a geographical indication on the ground that the
registered indication is used in a manner that does not correspond to the specifications of

the products designated by the indication; or

i#i. the amendment of a registration of a geographical indication where the specifications
recorded in the register need to be corrected.

b) In any proceedings under this section, the Director General shall cause a notice of the request:

)

= to be served on the persons who filed the application for registration of the geographical
indication; and

[T
i

to be given by publication in the Official Gazette to all persons having the night to use the
registered geographical indication.

i the persons referred to in subsection (b) of this section and any other interested person may,
within a peried, which shall be specified by the Director General in the said notice, apply to
ioin in the proceedings.

Cn
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§11.11. False Indication: Seizure on Importation

Where there is direct or indirect use of a falss indic=tic: of the source of the goods or the identity of the
producer or manufacturer or merchant, all goods affect=d .{_s.a_l be subect to seizure upon importation into
Liberia pursuant to the Customs Law.

§11.12. Infringement of Geographical Indications; Remedies

a) A geographical indication protected umder this Act shall be infringed by the performance of any
act referred to in Section 11.8 (a) or any use of 2 geoeraphical indication by a party who does not
have the right to use the geographical i-v@ca*:'ﬁm m accordance with this Act, subject to the
limitations and exceptions provided for in Secton 11 8(Db).

b) On the request of any interested person or of any interested group of producers or consumers, the
_court may grant an mjunction to prevent the unlawiul use of the geographical indication, award
damages and grant any other remedy provided for in the general law or under this Act.

s

i. Subject Matter of Protection

o
[inirg
b
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a) Registration under this Section shall not be granted to a design the features of which are dictated
solely by technical or functional considerations. :

b) An industnal design shall not be registered if it is determined that its commercial exploitation
would be contrary to public order or morality.

§12.2. Registrable Industrial Designs
a) An industrial design is protected and registrable if it is independently creaied new or original.

b) An industrial design shall not be regarded as new if it does not significantly differ from designs
disclosed to the public anywhere in the world, by publication, exhibition, use in trade or in any
other way, prior to the filing date or, whers ,,m}cable, the priority dets of Te zpplication for
registration.

¢) An industrial design applied to or embodied in a product that is &2 ec=poment pawt of a complex
product shall only be considered to be new ifthe ¢ _omﬂeqent part rem==s visinie daring the normal
use of the complex product. To this effect “normal wse” means wse by the end uwser and do not
include maintenance, servicing of repair works in relation to the procmer




d)

For the purposes of determining novelty, disclosure to the public of an industrial design shall not
be taken into consideration if it occurred within twelve months preceding the filing date or, where
applicable, the priority date of the application, and if it was by reason or in consequence of an
abuse committed by a third party with regard to the applicant or his predecessor in title, or by
reason of any act committed by the applicant or his predecessor in title, other than the filing of an
application to register or otherwise obtain legal protection for the industral design with an
industrial property authority.

§12.3. Right to Registration of Industrial Design; Naming of Designer

2)

b)

c)

d)

The right to registration of an industrial design shall belong to a person first register his/her
designs.

If two or more persons have jointly created an industrial design the right to registration shall
belong to them jointly.

The right to registration of an industrial design may be assigned, and may be transferred by
SUCCESSIon.

Where an industrial design is made in execution of an employment contract the purpose of which
1s to create one or more designs, the right to registration of the industrial design shall belong, in the
ghsence of contractual provisicns to the sontrary to the emplover. I the eeonomic gams ohtained
by the employer from the commercial exploitation of the industrial design rise above the
reasonable expectations of gain of the employer at the time he hired the designer, the latter shall be
entitled to an equitable remuneration.

Any anticipated promise or undertaking by the designer to the effect that he/she will waive any
remuneration he/she is entitled to under this section shall be without legal effect.

The designer shall be named as such in the registration of the industrial design, uniess he/she
indicates to the Director General in writing that he/she wishes not to be named. Any promise or
undertaking by the designer to the effect that he/she will make such a declaration shall be without
legal effect.

§12.4. Appiication; Right of Priority

a)

An application for the registration of an industrial design shall be filed with the Registrar and shall
contain:

i.  arequest for registration,
i. & graphic representation of each industrial design included in the application;
iii.  an indication of the product or products in respect of which each design is to be used;
iv.  proof of payment of the prescribed application fee for each design; and
v.  shall comply with other prescribed requirements.

-
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h)
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k)

*o== the epplicant 15 not the designer, the request shall include a statement justifying the
=opixczmt’s right to the registration of the industrial design. '

.

‘Le zpplication may contain up to one hundred industrial designs provided they all refer to
meoincts that belong to the same class of the Intemational Classification.

The application may contain a request that the publication of the industrial design be deferred for a
ified period not exceeding 30 months from the date of filing or, if priority is claimed, from the
dzi= of prionity, of the application.

The application may, in accordance with Article 4 of the Paris Convention, contain a declaration
clzmning the priority of one or earlier applications filed for the same industrial design by the
appiicant or his predecessor m titte or for any state party to the said Convention or any Member of
the World Trade Organization.

The period of priority shall be of six months and shall be computed in accordance with the
-provisiens of Asticle 4-of the Paris Convention, that is from the date of filing of the first
appiication, but shall exclude the day of filing in the six months period, and shall end on the last
dzy of the period unless an official holiday or a day the Intellectual Property Office is not opened
m which case the period shall be extended until the next working day.

The effect of the claiming of priority shall be as provided in Article 4B of the Paris Convention. In
particular, -an application filed within the priority period shall not be refused or invalidated by
reason of any acts occurring during that period, in particular, another filing or the publication or
exploitation of the industrial design, and such acts shall not give rise to any thlrd—party right or any .
right of personal possession. :

Where the application contains a declaration claiming priority, the Director General may request
the applicant to furnish, within the prescribed time limit which shall not be less than three months
following the date of ﬁzm 2 copy of the earlier application certified as correct by the foreign
authority with which it was fied. The Director General may also request that the copy be
accompanied by a certificate fom that authority showing the date of filing, and by a transiation
into a prescribed language.

If the Director General finds that the conditions for the right of priority or the requirements for

ciaiming priority have not been fuifilled, the declaration claiming priority shall be considered not
to have been made.

The applicant may zmsand or somEct the epplication at any time during its pendency. An
amendment or correcSon skeil =et == accepted if it involves a change in or addition to any of the
designs contained in the mHnai sppiicetion.

The applicant may &&~tdz his applize©on at any time during pendency in order to separate into two
or mors applicaticms me desiges contained in the initial application. A division shall not be
accepted if it invoiz=s 2 charge 1 or addition to any of the designs contained in the initial

application.

62



1) Each divisional application shall retain the filing date and e nghs of :g-;on-v of the initial
application. After the division, each divisional application shail be mdepedent I publication of

the application occurred before the division, the publication shafl hzvs ==z for each divisional
application.

m) The applicant may withdraw the application entirely or in respeci of one o more designs at any
time during its pendency.

§12.5. Filing Date; Examination; Registration and Publication

a) The filing date of an application for registration of an industrial design shall be the earliest date on
which the application contains at least the following:

i.  an express or implicit request for the registration of one or more industrial design;

1.  indications allowing the identity of the applicant to be established or allowing the applicant
to be contacted;

ili.  arepresentation of each industrial design for which registration is songhi;
iv.  an indication of the product or products in respect of which sach design is o be used;

v.  proof of payment of the prescribed application fee for each design.

b) The Director General shall examine whether the application complies with the requirements of
Section 12.4 and the Regulations pertaining thereto, and whether the indusinial design for which
registration is sought complies with the definition contained in Section 12.3 and with Sectien 12.1
and Section 12.2 of this Part.

¢) If the application does not comply with the prescribed requirements, the Director General shali
notify the applicant accordingly requesting him to correct the application within two months from
the date of the notification. Upon justified request, that period may be extended by the Director
General.

d) If the required correction is not made within the specified period, the_application shall be
considered withdrawn.

e) Where the Director General finds that the conditions referred to in subsection (b) are fulfilied
he/she shall cause the application to be published i the prescribed manmer.

f) Where a request has been made under Section 12.4 (d} for deferment of publication, @
application shall not be published until the expiry of the period of deferment.

¢) The Director General shall publish the industrial design upon request by the applicant at any ===
before the expiry of the period of deferment.

h) Fees for securing protection for textile designs in particular with respect to examina== =7
publication shall not unreasonably impair the opportunity to seek preteciion.
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§12.6. Rights Conferred by Registration; Duration; Extension

2)

b)

The tegi
exploiting the registered industrial design in Liberia. This right shall extend to designs that so
closely resemble the registered industrial design that they produce the samne overall impression.

Wh

s ol

gistration of an industrial design shall confer on its holder the right to prevent others fom

eTe an T::m,‘smal design 1s registered only for a part of a product that is integral and inseparable

from that product, infringement of the registered design shall be assessed taking into account the
E 5 g

overeall aspect of the product embodying the registered design, and not just that part in isolation.

Nothing in this Section shall prevent a registered industrial design from enjoying any protection
which ii may be entitled under the law of copyright.

1

VI

its conferred by the registraﬁon of an industrial design shall not extend to:

acts in respect of a product that embodies the industrial design after the product has been
p t on the market in Liberia or abroad by the registered holder or by a person acting with
the holder’s consent or having an economic tie to the holder; to this effect an economic tie
anall exist between two persons where one of them may exercise on the other a decisive
influence with respect to the exploitation of the industrial design, or where a third party
may exercise such an influence on both persons;

the use of the industrial designing the body or gear of aircraft, land vehicles or vessels that
temporarily or accidentally enter the jurisdiction of Liberia, or the importation of spare
paris or accessories for the purpose of repairing such aircraft, vehicles or vessels;

acts done privately and for non-commercial purposes;

acts done for purposes of teaching, education or scientific research in academic,
ecucztional or research institutions;

acts done only for experimental purposes relating to the industrial design;.

G"LCHOT} of any features of the industrial design that are: dmta ted solely by

the reproduction of any features of the indusirial design that must necessarily be
d uc‘v in their exact form in order to permit the product in which the design is
ed io be mechamca}‘ly connected to or placed in, around or against another product

of any features of an industrial design, that is embodied in 2 compornent
ex p"oduct where that part is used for the purpose of repairing that product
SO as to restore its original appearance.
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An internationz! zpplicefion may designzie Liberia for an industral design under the Harare
Protocol.

The owner of a protect=d indnstrial design shall have the right to prevent third parties not having
the owner’s consent for making. sefling or importing articles bearing or embodying a design
which is a copy is 2 copy or substantially a copy of the protected design, when such acts are

underizken for commmrercisl rrnase )

- =, -

Duration of Registration; Extension

The registration of an indnerrial design shall be for a period of ten (10) years from the filing date of
the application for regismrarion

Upon payment of the prescribed fee in the prescribed manner, the registration may be extended for
an additional peried of ten (10} years Advance payment may be made at any time.

A period of grace of six months following the expiration of each period of registration shall be
allowed to apply for extension of the registration, on payment of the prescribed surcharge.

Invalidation

Any interested person may request the Director General or the court to invalidate the registration
of an industrial design.

The registration shall be invalidated if it is established that the object of the registration is not an
industrial design in accordance with the definition provided in Section 12.3 or that the
requirements of Section 12.1 or Section 12.2 have not been complied with.

When the grounds for invalidation are established with respect to only one or some of the designs
mcluded in the regisiration, invalidation shall be limite@ zooordmgly.

Any invalidated registration shall be regarded as null and void from the date of the registration and
shall be deemed not to have been-granted.

Any dispute over the right fo registration of the industriz! destzm under Section 12.3 shall be heard
by the court. An imterested person may request the epwr: m m=o=fer the registration of the indusirial
iesign to him or, aiternatively, to invalidate the registracicn. I= case the plaintiff claims to be a
joint designer, ke may request the court to have s nz=me 279ded as joint designer and, where
applicable, as co-holder of the corresponding regisz==o=r.

Any final decision of a court on an action taken ==cer this sacion shall be notified to the Director
General who shal} record it and.publish a referemes Shereio as prascribed.



Section 13

Patent and Utikty Modes
§13.1. Purpose
The purpose of this Section is to provide for the promoton of mventive and innovative activities, to
facilitate the acquisition of technology through the grant zad reguteion of satents and utility models.

§13.2. Scope of Inventions, Patents; Patentability
a) The following matters shall not be regarded as inventions fw the purpose of this Part:

1. matter that does not comply with the definiticn of inverntion under Section 13.1 of this Aer
1. discoveries, scientific theories and mathematical methods;
b iii.  schemes, rules or methods for doing business, performing mental acts or playing games;

iv.  products of nature and substances obtained or exmacted from nature, even if purified or
otherwise isolated from nature; this exclusion shail not apply to the processes of isolating
those natural substances;

v.  computer programs and the presentation of information;

vi. methods for treatment of the human or animal body by surgery or therapy, as well as
diagnostic methods practiced on the human or animal body; this provision shall not apply -
to products for use in any of those methods.

b) The following matter shall be excluded from patent protection:
i.  plents and animals, including parts thereof, other than micro- orgamsms and essentially

biological processes for the production of plants or animals and parts thereof, other than
non-biological and microbiological processes;

pd e
Y

animals and plants varieties; inventions, the prevention within the territory of Libenia of the
commercial exploitation of which is necessary to protect public order or morality; such
exclusion shaill not be made merely because the exploitation of those inventions is
prohibited upon by law or subject to regulation; pharmaceutical products until January 1,
2016, or until the expiry of such a later peried of extension agreed upon the World Trade
Organization for least Developed Countuies.

¢) The Director General may by regulation determmne that any exclusion under this sub-section is
suspended should national policy or markei circumstances so require pursuant to the policy
directives of the Minister.
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§13.3. Patentable Inventions

2)

b)

4

2

An invention is patentsble if it is mdustrially appliceble, new and involves an inventive step.

An invention shall be considerad mdnsriafiv anplicable if it can be made in any kind of industry
leading to the production of goods and saviees; it shall include, among others, manufacturing,
handicraft, agrcuiture, fishery #nd services

;

i

An invention is new if it does not from part of the state of the art.

The state of the art shall consist of everyrhing disclosed to the public, anywhere in the world, by
publication or by oral disclosure, by use of in any other way, or by deposit of a material in any
deposit institution, prior to the filing or, where appropriate, the priority date, of the application
claiming the invention. The content of any patent application, the filing or priority date of which 1s
earlier than the filing or priosity date of the application claiming the invention, and which 1s
subsequently published, shall alsc be considered as comprised in the state of the art for the
purposes of determining novelty and mventive siep.

For the purposes of determining noveity and Inventive step, disclosure to the public of an invention
shall not be tzken into consideration If it occurred within twelve months preceding the filing date
or, where applicable, the priority date of the application, and if it was by reason or in conseguence
of an ahuse committed by a third party with regard to the applicant or his predecessor in title, or by
reason of any act committed by the applicant or his predecessor in title, other than the filing of an

pplication to patent or otherwise obtain legal registration for the invention, with an industrial

property authority.

An invention shall be considered as izvolving an inventive step if, having regard to the state of the
art, inclnding written and non-written knowledge, it would not have been obvious to a person in
the fizid wih ordinary skill, creativity and intuition. An inventive step will not exist when the
invention === be directly derived from the combination of any pieces of prior art.

In the case of chemical substances of therapeutic use, salts, esters, ethers, polymorphs, metabolites,
pure form, particle size, isomers; mixtures of isomers, complexes, combinations and other
derivatives thereof shall mot be deemed to involve an inventive step unless they meet the
requiremers set out in subsection (f) of this Section and they result in a significant enhancement of
the toerapesic sfAcacy of the known substance. Advantageous properties such as thermodynamic
si=biffty, lower Dvgroscopicity and potency of a substance shall not be deemed to constitute an

enhancement of therapentic efficacy.

§13.4. Rigis o Patent: Naming &f Invenier

T== right 1o 2 pet=nt shall belong to the mventor.

= —= = mo-= pessons have jointly made an invention, the right to the patent shall belong to them
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d)

g)

h)

If two or more persons have made the same invention mdependenily of each other, the person
whose application has the earliest filing date or, if priority is clefmed e sarliest priority date shall
have the right to the patent, provided such application is not withdraws, abandoned or rejected. To
this effect, the Director General shall take into accoust the mezr claimed &= the respective

application.

The right to a patent may be assigned, and may be transferred by smocession

Where an invention is made under an employment contract the purpese of which is to invent, the
right to the patent shall belong, in the absence of contrast:a! movisions to the contrary, to the
employer. If the economic gains obtained by the employer from the commercial exploitation of
that invention risc above the reasonable expectations of gam that the employer had from his
employee’s inventive output at the time he hired him, the employes shail be entitled to an equitable
remuneration.

‘Where an invention is made by an employee outside an employment confract, but in making that

invention the employee used materials, data or know-how of the emmpioyer, the right to the patent
shall belong, in the absence of contractual provisions to the contrary, to the employer. The

employee shall be entitled to an equitable remuneration equivaient ic one third of the economic
gains obtained by the employer from the commercial exploitation of the invention.

Any invention claimed in a patent application filed by a former employee within ome year
following the expiry of his employment, where the invention falls within the scope of the former
employer’s main line of business, shall be presumed to have been made during the employment
relationship, unless the employee produces evidence to the contrary.

Any anticipated promise or undertaking by the inventor made to his employer to the effect that he
will waive any remuneration he is entitled to under this section shall be without legal effect

The inventor shall be named as such in the patent, unless he indicates to the Director Senersi in
writing that he wishes not to be named. Any promise or undertaking by the inventor made io the
effect that he will make such a declaration shall be without legal effect.

§13.5. Application for a Patent

a)

b)

The application for a patent shall be filed with the Registrar and shall conmsiz = Teguest, a
descripiion, one or more claims, one or more drawings (where reguired), ané 2 =zbsomact as
prescribed in the Regulatiomns. It shall be subject to the payment of the prescribed f==

The request shall contain a petition to the effect that 2 natent he granted, the nzme of and other
prescribed data concerning the applicant, the inventor and the agent, if any, a=F =2 Hile o7 e
invention.

Where the applicant is mot the inventor, the reguest shzll inchude 2 statere— =fyrg &
applicant's right to the patent.
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d)

b))

k)

D

The descriszon sh2ll discloss the invention in a manner sufficiently clear and complete for all the

claimed embodiments of the mvention to be carried out by a person having ordinary skill in the art

known ©w e Tveoior

in Liberia znd sh=f, in particular, indicate at least the best mode for carrying out the invention
at 1

the filing date or, where priority is claimed, at the priority date of the

application
In the case of Imveniions reiEed to biological material that cannot be described as required under

subsection {4} of this Section, the applicant shall deposit a sample thereof, not later than the date of
filing of the apphcation, with a depositary institution recognized under the Budapest Treaty. After
the publication of the application, any interested party shall have access to a sample of the
depesited hiodogieal material, subject to the obligation by said party to use said sample for
experimental Durposes oaly.

Where the claimed invention consists of or is directly derived from biological material or from
traditional knowledge obtained from a particular community, the description shall indicate the
source and the origin of that material or knowledge, as known to the applicant. The application
shail alsc provide information, including evidence, of compliance with any applicable legal
requirernents in the supplying country regarding prior informed consent and sharing of benefits
arising from the cormmercial or other utilization of such material and/or knowledge.

The Director General may, at any time before the grant of the patent, require the description in a
patent application to be amended to comply with the requirements of this section to ensure
technology dissemination, provided that any amendment shall not result in the application
disclosing matter extending beyond what was disclosed in the initial application.

The claim or claims shall define the matter for which protection is sought. The description and the
drawings may be used to interpret the claims.

Claims shall be clear and concise. They shall be fully supported by the description. Subject to
Section [3.5 of this Part, a main claim shall define all novel and essential features of the invention.
All claims dependent on a main claim shall be subordinated to and narrower than that main claim.

In the case of inventions relating to chemical products and processes, the description, claims and
abstract shall include the relevant internationally recognized chemical denomination of the claimed
producis or of the products obtainable with the claimed process. In the case of pharmaceutical
progucts, the international non-proprietary name, wherever available at the date of filing the
application, shail be included.

Drawings shall be required when they are necessary to understand the invention.

The zbstract, must be concise and precise and accurately describe the essential elemnents and
indusirzal applicability of the invention. It shall serve the purpose of technical information; n
particular, it shall not be taken into account for the purpose of interpreting the scope of the

protection conferred by the patent.
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m) Failure to disclose prior art known to the applicazt thar is m=z=ri=! 0 the parentability of a claimed

invention, or to comply with the requirements set om m smbsections (f) §) of this Section shall
result in the refusal of the patent or, if granted, its invalidaton i whole or in part.

n) The applicant may withdraw the application at any fime dirmz 7i® pendency.
§13.6. Unity of Invention; Amendment and Division of Application

a) An application for a patent shall relate to one invention anly of ¥ 2 group of inventions se linked
as to form a single general inventive concept.

b) The applicant may, up to the time when the application is i order or grant, divide the application
into two or more applications (“divisional applications™}, provided that each divisional application
shall not introduce matter not comprised in the disclosure of the mital application.

¢) Each divisional application shall be entitled to the filing date and, where applicable, the priority
date of the initial application.

d) The fact that a patent has been granted on an appiication that did not comply with the requirement
of unity of invention under subsection (a) shall not be a grosnd for the invalidation of the pateat.

¢) The appiicant may, up to the time when the apnlicati is i order for grant, amend the application,
provided that the amendment shall not result in the application disclosing matter extending beyond
what was disclosed in the initial application.

§13.7. Right of Priority

2) The application may, in accordance with Article 4 of the Paris Convention, contain a declaration
claiming the priority of one or earlier applications filed for the same invention by the applicant or
his predecessor in title in or for any Staie party 1o the said Convention or any Member of the
World Trade Organization. The peried of ,,_Unty shall be of twelve months and shall be computed
in accordance with the provisions of Armticie 4 of the Paris Convention, that is from the date of
filing of the first application, but shal! exchide the day of filing in the six months period, and shall
end on the last day of the period unless an official holiday or a day the Intellectual Property Office
is not opened in which case the period shall be extended until the next working day.

b) The effect of the claiming of p"lO"l”V shall be as provided in Article 4B of the Paris Convention. In

particular, an application filed within the pmrority period shall not be refused or invalidated by
reason of any acts occurring during ket pesiod, in particular, another filing or the publication or
exploitation of the invention, and such 2cis s220 not give mise to any third—party right or any right
of personal possession.

¢) Where the application contains z Zsciaation claiming prionty the Director General may request
the applicant to furnish, within = prescribed Eme limit which shall not be less than thre e months
following the date of filing, e === of the ezzher application or applications, certified as correct by
the foreign authority with wiE== = was fied The Director General may also request that the copy
be accompanied by a certifice= === ez 2:=harry showing the date of filing, and by a transiation
mto a prescribed language.
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if the Director General finds that the conditions for the right of priority or the requirements for
claiming priority have not been fulfilled, the declaration claiming priority shall be considered not
i0 have been made.

8338, Information Concerning Corresponding Foreign Applications for Patents

=
-}

e
Norg

O
Nt

The applicant shall indicate in the patent application the date and number of any application filed
abroad (“foreign application™) by him or by his predecessor in title relating to the same or
essentially the same invention as that claimed in the application filed in Liberia,

The applicant shall, at the request of the Director General, provide a copy of the patent granted on
the basis of the foreign application, accompanied by a translation into English if required, relating
o any of the foreign applications referred to in subsection (a) of this Section, as indicated by the
Director General:

The applicant shall provide the following documents, within sixty days from having received
notice thereof, accompanied by a translation into English if required, relating to any of the foreign
applications referred to in subsection (a) of this Section, as indicated by the Director General:
i. a copy of any communication received by the applicant concemning the results of any
search or examination carried out in respect of the foreign application;

ii.  acopy of any final decision rejecting the foreign application or refusing the grant requested
in the foreign application.

ii. a copy of any final decision invalidating the patent granted on the basis of the foreign
application referred to in subsection (a) of this Section.

$13.9. Filing Date; Publication; Opposition; Examination

a)

b)

The filing date of a patent application shall be the earliest date on which the application contains at
least the following:

1. an express or implicit indication that the granting of a patent is sought;
ii.  indications allowing the identity of the applicant to be established;
1. a pari, which, on the face of it, appears to be a description of an invention.
It the Director General finds that the application did not fulfill, at the time of receipt, the
requirements referred to in subsection (a) of this Section, he/she shall notify the applicant inviting
him to file the required correction within two months from the date of notification. If the correction

is made in due time, the filing date shall be the date of receipt of the required correction; otherwise
ihe application shall be treated as if it had not heen filed.
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d)

g)

Where the application refers to drawings thet = fct are oot included in the application, the
Director General shall notify the applicant invirins bim to furnish the missing drawings within two
months from the date of the notification If the applicant complies with the said invitation, the
filing date shall be the date of receipt of the missing drawmgs Otherwise, the filing date shall be
the date of receipt of the application and any reference to the said drawings shall be treated as non-
existent.

Upon payment of the prescribed fee, the applicant or any interested party may request the Director
General, within 36 (thirty six) months counted fom the date of filing, the examination of the
application. An application for which such reguest bas not been filed will be deemed abandoned. if
that request 1s duly filed, the Director Genera! sheil cause the application to be examined for
compliance with the requirements of Section 13.4, Subsections (a) and (b) of this Act and the
Regulations pertaining thereto, and to determine whether any information required under Section
13.7 has been provided.

_ The application 1s found to comply with the requirements mentioned in subsection (c); the Director

General shall verify compliance with the reguirements of Sections 13.1, 13.2, and 13.4,
subsections (d), () and (f).

For the purposes of subsection (€) of this Section, and to decide on the grant or refusal of the
application, the Director General may take into account, the following:

1. the results of any international search report and any international preliminary examination
report established under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in relation to the application;

ii.  any document submitted under Section 13.7;

ii. a search and examination report carried out by an external search and examination
anthority or by a specialized agency within Liberia or abroad,

1v.  any information and evaluation provided in accordance with subsection (g)
Immediately after eighteen months from the filing-date; the Director General shall lay open the
patent application for public inspection and publish In the prescribed manner an announcement
containing the following:
i the number and the filing date of the appiication;

i, the title of the Invention;

=i, the name of the applicant(s) and of the inventor(s);

)

the priority date(s);

R |
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v.  the mmermzoonal classification;
vi. one dr=zwmg, if any, that depicts the main element(s) of the invention;

L) After publcetion, any interested person shall, upon request and payment of the prescribed fees,
receive a copy of ihe entire patent application. With respect to applications referred in Section
13.4, Subseccon {g}, the Director General shall, upon request and as prescribed, issue the
certtficate mantioned I rule 12.2 of the Regulations under the Budapest Treaty.

i) The Direcior Generel shall not give access to or information about the contents of the patent
application ic fxrd persons until the announcement mentioned in subsection (g) of this Section is
published.

j) At any fime hefore the expiration of the period mentioned in subsection (g) of this Section, the
applicant may requast the Director General to lay open of the application for public inspection.

k) After the pubiication mentioned in subsection (g) and up to the time when the application is in
order for grant, any interested party may file with the Director General a notice of opposition. The
notice of opposition shall identify the opposed patent application, as well as the grounds that the
opponent deems refevant to refuse the grant. The opponent shall produce ali relevant evidence in
support of his opposition.

) The Director General shall give notice of the opposition to the applicant.

m) The patent applicant shall have three months from the publication of the notice of opposition to file
a counter-staternent.

n) The Director General shall grant a hearing at which the patent appircazmt and the opponent may
argue on their cases and submit additional evidence.

§13.16. Grant of Patent; Changes in Patents

a) Where the Director Generz! finds that the conditions under this Act are fulfilled, he shall grant the
patent. Otherwise, he shall refuse the application and notify the appizces: of that decision.

b) When he grants a patent, the Director General shall:
i order a reference to the grant of the patent to be publsz=< = the O=cial Gazette;

ii. issue to the applicant a certificate of the grant of == peent z=d a copy of the patent
document;

iii.  ensure the patent is recorded on the patents registe

iv.  msake available copies of the patent to the public, o= ==s=&=z of —e ==scribed fee.
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¢) The Director General shall, upon Tequest of e hoider of the patent, authorize changes in the text
or drawings of the patent in order to Bmit the =c—z of the protection conferred thereby. No change
shall be allowed that would result n the pEmnz containing subject matter that extends beyond the
matter disclosed in the initial application o & 2n =xtension of the matter claimed in the patent.

§13.11. Rights Conferred by the Patent; Limit=tioos =nd Exceptions

a) A patent shall confer on its holder the richs o prevent thied parties from exploiting the patented
invention in Liberia. The scope of the right conferred by the patent shall be defined by the claims.

b) The rights under a patent may not be used o Drevent:

L acts in respect of 2 product coverad by the patent after that product has beer put on the
market in Liberia or abroad by the holder of the patent, by a person acting with the holder’s
consent or having an economic tie to the holder, or by an otherwise authorized person. For
the purposes of this provision, an economic tie shall exist between two persons where one

e of them may exercise on the other 2 decisive influence with respect to the exploitation of
the patented vention, or whers z third party may exercise such an influence on both
persons;

Ii. acts dome for purposes of scientific research in academic, educational or research
institutions;

L. acts done for experimental purposes relaiing to the subject matter of the patented invention;

iv.  acts performed by any person to make, construct, use or sell the patented invention solely
for uses reasonably related to the development and submission of information required
under any law of Liberia or 2 country other than Liberia that regulates the manufacture,

construction, use or sale of any nroduct;

v.  acts performed by any person who 1n good faith, before the filing or, where priority is
claimed, the priority date of the application on which the patent is granted, was using the
mvention or had made effective and serious preparations for such use in Liberia (the “prior
user”); :

vi.  acts done privately and for non-commercial purposes;

vil.  the use by a farmer of the product of his harvest for propagation or mulitplication by him
on his own holding or for exchange with other farmers in the context of traditional or
communal practices, where the plant material used by the farmer to produce the harvest
was put on the market in accordance with subsection (b) (i) of this Section;

vl the use of the invention in the body or gear of aircraft, land vehicles or vessels that
temporarily or accidentally enter the jurisdiction of Liberia, or the importation of spare
parts or accessories for the purpess of repairing such ajrcraft, vehicles or vessels;

ix. the extemporaneous preparation in a pharmacy of a medicine for an individual in
accordance with a prescription, and to dealing with the medicines so prepared.
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c)

§13.12

2)

b)

The nght of tee prior o=er referred 10 in subsection (b)(v) of this Section may be transferred or
devolve only together wik the enterprise or business, or with that part of the enterprise or
business, in which the us= or preparatiens for use have been made.

. Duration; Annual Feess Restoration

Subiect to suhsectios /o)

et b TSNS 2 pat
3 8y 2D

application.

In order to mami=in the patent or the patent application, as the case may be, an annual fee as
prescribed shall be paid in advance to the Liberia Intellectual Property Office for each year,
siarting one ysar aiter the fang date of the apphcatlon for grant of the patent. A period of grace of
six months shall be aliowed for the late payment of the annual fee on payment of the prescribed
surcharge. If an annual fee is not paid in accordance with this subsection, the patent application
shall be deemed to have bean withdrawn or the patent shall lapse, as the case may be

$13.13. Compuisory Licenses {Other use without authorization of the right holder)

2)

The Director General or the court may grant, upon request, a compulsory license where:

the public interest, in particular, national secu_ﬂty or cases of national emergency or other

circumstances of extreme urgency, including those involving nutrition or health, so requires; or

L a court or admimistrative body has determined that the manner of exploitation of the
patented invention, by the holder of the patent or someone acting under his authorization or
with his consent, is anti-competitive, and that the exploitation of the invention in
accordance with this subsection would remedy such practice; or

ii.  the holder of the patent is abusing his exclusive rights or neglecting to take measures to
prevent someone scting under his authorization or with his consent from abusing the
exclusive rigius comferred by the patent; or

ili.  after the expiration of a period of four years from the date of filing of the patent application
or three years from the date of the grant of the patent, whichever period expires last, the
patented mvention is not exploited or is insufficiently exploited, by working the invention
in Liberia. Notwzistanding this, a compulsory license shall not be issued if the owner of
the patest "ﬂ{:‘:}":i-uﬁb that legitimate reasons such as force majeure exist which justify
the noz—expiesa=er o insufficient exploitation of the patented invention in Liberia;

1v. apaiess ‘:ﬂe ":;—,c::s: patent”) claiming an invention that involves an important technical
advance = coo=iderable economic significance in relation to an invention claimed in an
earlier p=rem (the “IIst patent”) cannot be exploited without infringing the earlier patent;
8}

v. the == oo == refused to grant a voluntary license to a third party on reasonable
COI=—=——=" =% == =iiditions.
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b)

Q)

g

h)

Each request for a compulsory license shall be conSidered on o individual merits. The decision
shall be taken after hearing the holder of the patent if hs =ishes o be heard. Where the compulsory
license is granted by the court, the Director Generzi shz% he n 1 with the decision.

The exploitation of the patented invention shall be Fniad © the purpose and duration for which it
was authorized and shall be subject to the payment & te seid holder of an adequate remuneration
in the circumstances of each case. Such remunerstics shal? 15k into account the economic value of
the compulsory license and, where the decision has been =ken under subsection (a) (ii) or (iii) of

this Section this shall be taken into account in determining tThe amount of the remuneration.

The government of Liberia may decide at any time the use of a patented invention for public non-
commercial purposes through a government zgemcy, 2 schconmiractor or another third person
designated by the respective Ministry or the court. The fight holder shall be informed promptly of
such use.

Upon request of the holder of the patent, or of the Gevernment agency or person licensed to
exploit the patented invention, the court may, afier hearing the parties, if either or both wish to be
heard, vary the terms of the decision authorizing the expicitation of the patented invention to the
extent that changed circumstances justify such variation.

Upon the request of the holder of the patent, the Director General or the court may terminate the
compulsory license if it is determined, after hearing the parties, if either or both wish to be heard,
that the circumstances which led to the decision to grant the compulsory license have ceased to
exist and are unlikely to recur. License where an adequate protection of the legitimate interests of
the Government agency or third person designated o exploit the invention justifies the
maintenance of the decision.

A compulsory license may only be transferred with the enterprise or business of that person or
with the part of the enterprise or business within which the natented invention is being exploited.

A compulsory license shall be non-exclusive. Therefore, it shall not exchude:
1. the exploitation of the invention by the patent holder himself; and
ii.  the conclusion of license contracts by the holder of the patent; and

ni.  the exercise, by the holder of the patemt, of his ngnts under Seciion 13.10 (a) of this Act to
the extent that it does not interfere with the operation of the compulsory license.
A request for a compulsory license shall be addressed to the Director General or to the coirt ==
accompanied by evidence that the holder of the patent has received, from the person seekizz ==
compulsory license, a request for a contractual license, but that that person has been umsbie ®
obtain such a license on reasonable commercial terms and conditions and within ninety == Fom
the request.
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E¥iGence conceming an attempt to obtain a voluntary license shall not be required in cases of
m=ticma! emergency or other circumstances of extreme urgency or in cases of public non-
compmercial use or when the license is granted to remedy a practice determined after judicial or

adzrmistrative process to be anti-competitive; in such cases the holder of the patent shall be
morrhied of the Director General’s decision as soon as reasonably practicable.

The axploniation of the invention under a compulsory license shall be predominantly for the supply
of the market in Liberia except when the compulsory license concerns a patent claiming a
pharmacertical product or a process to obtain a pharmaceutical product, and the purpose of the
Beense 1s to export the patented product or the product manufactured by the patented process to a
foreign temitory with no or insufficient manufacturing capacity, in accordance with the WTC
Becision of 30 August, 2003 or Article 31of the TRIPS Agreement, as appropriate, and the Annex
A compulsory license in respect of an invention in the field of semi-conductor technology or
iayout designs of integrated circuits shall only be granted for public non-commercial use or wher

a Judicial or administrative body has determined that the manner of exploitation of the patented
mvemtion, by the holder of the patent or someone acting under his authorization or with his
comsent, 1s anti-competitive and that the grant of the non-voluntary license would remedy such

m) Where a compulsory license is granted under subsection (a)(v) of this Section, the holder of the

itrst paten t shail be entitled to a cross-license-on reasonable terms to use the invention claimed in
the second patent; and the license on the first patent may not be assigned separately from the
second patent. :

§13.14. Invalidation; Surrender

~

ajl

-

b)

Paremts shall be granted without any guarantee about the novelty, inventive step or industrial
applicability of the invention.

Any mterested person may request the Director General or the court to invalidate = patent.
Invalidation shall be decided on the-evidence submitted by the parties.

The Director General or the court shall invalidate the patent if Sections 13.1, 13.2, and Section
13.4. Subsections (h) thru (k) of this Act are not complied with.

When the grounds for invalidation are established with respect to a main claim, any dependent
claim may be deemed invalid if it does not comply with Section 13.4, Subsections (b) thiu (§) of
this Act. If a dependent claim is invalidated, the other claims may remain valid if they comply with
Section 13.4, subsections (h) thru {j) of this Part. ’

7



€} Amy mrvahdssd petent, or claim or part of a claim, shall be regarded as null and void from the date
of e gr=m= of the patent, and shall be deemed as if it had never been granted. Any limitation shall
Be desmmed 1 have existed from the applicable filing date.

o)

Amy dispums over the right to the patent under Section 13.3 of this Act shall be heard by the court.
An meeresied person may request the court to transfer the granted patent to him or to invalidate the

pateni In case the interested person claims co-inventor-ship, he may request the court to have his

pame adosg &s co-inventor and, where applicable, as co-holder of the corresponding patent.

4
-

The fmal decision of the court shall be notified to the Director General who shall instruct the
Regstrar o record it and publish a reference thereto as prescribed.

0,

h) A patent may be surrendered by its holder. The surrender may be limited to one or more claims.
§13.15. Internaticnal Applications Under the Patent Cooperation Treaty
Specific Meanings: for purposes of this Part, the expressions: “designate,” “designated office,” “elect.”
“elected ofiice,” “imntermational application,” “international filing date,” “international preliminary
examination”, “priority period” and “receiving office” have the same meanings as in the Patent
Cooperation Treaty.
§13.16. Filing Date and Effects of International application Designating Liberia
An international application designating Liberia shall, subject to this section, be treated as an application
for a patent filed under this Act having as its filing date the international filing date accorded under the
Patent Cooperation Treaty.

§ 13.17. The Office as Receiving Office

The Office shall act as a receiving office in respect of zn Imternational application filed with it by a
resident or national of Liberia.

§ 13.18. Filing of Internationa! Applications with the Office

An international application filed with the Office as receiving office shall be filed in English and the
prescribed transmtial fee shall be paid to the Office.

§ 13.15. The Gitice as Designated Office

The Office shall act as a designated office in respect =f zn me=rnerional application in which Liberia is
designated for the purposes of obtaining a national p==rr under ™ic Act,

ol



§ 13.20. The Office as Elected Office

The Office shall act as an elected office in respect of an international application in which Liberia is
designated as referred to in Section 13.18 of this Section if the applicant files a demand for the purposes of
international preliminary examination under Section 13.14 of the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

§ 13.21. Processing International Applications

The Office as designated office or elected office shall not commence processing of an international
application designating Liberia before the expiration of the time limit referred to in Section 13.22 except if
the applicant complies with the requirements of that subsection and files with the Office an express
request for early commencement of such processing.

§ 13.22. Entering National Phase

The applicant shall, in respect of an international application designating Liberia and before the expiration
of the time limit applicable under Article 22(1) or 39(1)(a) of the Patent Cooperation Treaty or of such
later time limit as may be specified in the regulations to this Act, pay the national fee to the Office and file
with the Office a translation of the intemational application intc English if the intemnational application
was not filed in, and has not been published under the Patent Cooperation Treaty as a translation into
English.

$13.23. Failure to Enter National Phase

If the applicant does not comply with the requirements of Section 13.21 of this Act within the fime limit
referred to in that subsection, the intemational application shall be considered withdrawn for purposes of
this Act.

§13.24. Reinstatement of Rights After Failure to Enter National Phase

a) Where the international application is considered withdrawn under Section 13.22 of this Act, the
Office shall, upon request of the applicant in accordance with the regulations to this Act, reinstate
the rights of the applicant with respect to that international application if it finds that the failure to
meet the time limit referred to m Section 13.8 of this Act occurred in spite of due care required by
the circumstances having been taken. :

b) The Office shall not refuse a request for reinstatement of rights without giving the applicant the

opportunity to make observations on the intended refusal within a time limit, which shall not be
less than three months counted from the date of notification.
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§ 13.25. Restoration of Right of Priority

a) Where the international application claims the priority of an earlier application and has an
international filing date which is later than the date on which the priority period expired but within
the period of two months from that date, the Office shall, upon request of the applicant in
accordance with the regulations to this Part, restore the right of priority with respect to that
international application if the Office finds that the failure to file the international application
within the priority period was unintentional or occurred in spite of due care required by the
circumstances having been taken.

b) The Office shall not refuse, totally or in part, a request for restoration of right of priority without
giving the applicant the opportunity to make observations on the intended refusal within a time
limit, which shall not be less than three months counted from the date of netification.

§13. 26. Processing International Applications in Accordance with the Patent Cooperation Treaty

" &) The Office siiéﬁﬁfééeﬁ international applications in accordance with the provisions of the Patent

Cooperation Treaty, the Regulations established thereunder and the Administrative instructions
under those Regulations and with the provisions of this Part and the regulations thereunder. In the
event of conflict, the provisions of the Patent Cooperation Treaty, the Regulations thereunder and
the Administrative Instructions under those Regulations shall apply.

b) Further details concerning the processing of international applications by, and other functions of,

the Office in connection with the Patent Cooperation Treaty, including fees payable, time limits,
prescribed languages and other requirements in relation to international applications, may be
mcluded in the regulations.

§13.27. Utility Models (Applicability of provisions relating to patents)

The provisicns of s Part shall apply mutatis mutandis to utility models certificates or applications
thereof.

$13.28. Special Provisions Relating to Utility Model Certificates
2) An invention qualifies for a utility model certificate if it is new and industrially applicable.

b} Ths provisione of this Act on patentable inventions and inventive steps, however, shall not apply to

=ity model certificates.

&
I

A =ity model certificate shall expire at the end of the 10th year after the date of the grant of the

oty model, and shall not be renewable.
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§13.29. Conversions

a) At any time before the gramt or refizsal of a patent an applicant for a patent may, upon payment of
the prescribed fees, convent hisher =zoplication mto an application for a utility model certificate
which shall be accorded the filing dave of the initial application.

b) At any time before the EA._LLL grefhsel ofa uuu.n model cer u.uua.te an appln.am for a utili ‘y model
certificate may, upon payment of the prescribed fees, convert his application into a patent
application, which shall be accozded the Sling date of the initial application.

¢) An application may not be converted umder subsection (a) of this Section more than once.

Section 14
Laysnt Desions of Integrated Circuits
§14.1. Subject Matter of Protection: Resistzation

a) The layout-design of an imtegrated circoit shall be protected if it is registered pursuant to this Part.

L5

Section 14.2 of this Part.

b) The layout-design of an integrated circuit may be registered if it is original within the meaning of

c) Registration may only be applied for if the layout-design has not yet been commercially exploited,
or has been commercially exploited for not more than two years, anywhere in the world before the
date of filing in Liberia.

d) For the purposes of this Part, “right holder” means the person who is to be regarded as the
beneficiary of the protection referred to in Section 14.4 of this Part.

§14.2. Originality

a) A layout-design shall be considered to be original if it is the result of its creator’s own intellectual
effort and is not commmonplace among creators of layout-designs and-manufacturers of integrated
circuits at the time of its creation.

b) A layout-design consisting of a2 combination of elements and imtercomea=cnons that are
commonplace shall be protected only if the combination, taken as a wioia 5 ors=m=f within the
meaning of subsection {a).

§14.3. Right to Protection
a) The right to layoui-design regisiration shall belong to the creator of == lsvont-desigz= It may be
assigned or transferred by succession. Where several persons have jo—=v core=med 2 lavout-design,

the right shall belong to them jointly.
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b)

~)
e

d)

a)

If two or more persons have made the same invention independently of each other, the person
whose application has the earliest filing date or, if priority is claimed, the earliest priority date shall
have the right to the layout-design, provided such application is not withdrawn, abandoned or
rejected. To this effect, the Director General of the Liberia Intellectual Property Office shall take
into account the matter claimed in the respective application.

Thenghttoa layO’ t design may be assigned, and may be transferred by succession.

Where an invention is made under an employment contract the purpose of which is to invent, the
right to the layout design shall belong, in the absence of coniractual provisions to the contrary, to
the employer. If the economic gains obtained by the employer from the commercial exploitation of
that invention rise above the reasonable expectations of gain that the employer had from his

employee’s inventive output at the time he hired him, the employee shall be entitled to an equitable
remuneration.

Where an invention is made by an employee outside an employment contract, but in making that
‘invention the employee used materials, data or know-how of the employer, the right to the layout
design shall belong, in the absence of contractual provisions to the contrary, to the employer. The
employee shall be entitled to an equitable remuneration equivalent to one third of the economic
gains obtained by the employer from the commercial explcitation of the invention.

Any invention claimed in a layout design application filed by a former employee within one year
following the expiry of his employment, where the invention falls within the scope of the former
employer’s main line of business, shall be presumed to have been made during the employment
relationship, unless the employee produces evidence to the contrary. :

Any anticipated promise or undertaking by the inventor made to his employer to the effect that he -
will waive any remuneration he is entitled to under this section shall be without legal effect.

The inventor shall be named as such in the layout design, unless he indicates to the Director
Generzl in writing that he wishes not to be named. Any promise or undertaking by the inventor
made to the effect that he wiil make such a declaration shall be without legal effect.

If two or more persons have jointly made an invention, the right to the layout-design invention
shall belong to them jointly.

ok

{. Kifect of Protection

The registration of a layout-design shall have the effect that the following acts shall be unlawful if
performed without the authorization of the registered right holder:

i.  reproducing, whether by incorporation in an integrated circuit or otherwise, the protecied
layout-design in its entirety cr any part thereof, except the act of reproducing any part that
does not comply with the requirement of originality referred to in Section 14.2.
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b)

d)

§14.4.

a)

If two or more persons have made the same invention independently of each other, the person
whose application has the earliest filing date or, if priority is claimed, the earliest priority date shall
have the right to the layout-design, provided such application is not withdrawn, abandored or
rejected. To this effect, the Director General of the Liberia Intellectual Property Office shall take
into account the matter claimed in the respective application.

Thenighttoa 1ayo ut degion may be designed and may be transferred by siceession.

Where an invention is made under an employment contract the purpose of which is to invent, the
right to the layout design shall belong, in the absence of contractual provisions to the contrary, to
the employer. If the economic gains obtained by the employer from the commercial exploitation of
that invention rise above the reasonable expectations of gain that the employer had from his
employee’s inventive output at the time he hired him, the employee shall be entitled to an equitable
remuneration.

Where an invention is made by an employee outside an employment contract, but in making that
invention the employee used materials, data or know-how of the employer, the right to the layout
design shall belong, in the absence of contractnal provisions to the contrary, to the employer. The
employee shall be entitled to an equitable remuneration equivalent to one third of the economic
gains obtained by the employer from the commercial exploitation of the invention.

Any invention claimed in a layout design application filed by a former employee within one year
following the expiry of his employment, where the invention falls within the scope of the former
employer’s main line of business, shall be presumed to have been made during the employment
relationship, unless the employee produces evidence to the contrary. '

Any anticipated promise or undertaking by the inventor made to his employer to the effect that he -
will waive any remuneration he is entitled to under this section shall be without legal effect.

The inventor shall be named as such in the layout design, unless he indicates to the Director
General in writing that he wishes not to be named. Any promise or undertaking by the inventor

made to the effect that he will make such a declaration shall be without legal effect.

If two or more persons have jointly made an invention, the right to the layout-design invention
shall beiong to them jointly.

ffec
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Proteciion
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The registration of a layout-design shall have the effect that the following acts shall be unlawful if
performed without the authorization of the registered right holder:

i. reproducing, whether by incorporation in an integrated circuit or otherwise, the protected
layout-design in its entirety or any part thereof, except the act of reproducing any part that

does not comply with the requirement of originality referred to in Section 14.2.
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importing, selling or otherwise distributing for commercial purposes the protected layout-
design, an integrated circuit in which the protected layout-design is incorporated or an
article incorporating such an integrated circuit in so far as it continues to contain an
unlawfully reproduced layout-design.

5) The rights conferred by the registration of a layout-design shall not extend to:

L

i

1ii.

1v.

VL

Vii.

the reproduction or use of the protected layout-design for private non-commercial
PUIpOSES;

the reproduction or use of the protected layout-design for the sole purpose of academic or
scientific research or teaching; :

the reproduction or use of the protected layout-design for the sole purpose of evaluation or
analysis of the layout-design;

the incorporation in an integrated circuit of a layout-design created on the basis of such
evaluation or analysis and which is itself original in the meaning of Section 14.2 or the
performance of any of the acts referred to in subsection (a) in respect of a layout-design so
created;

the performance of any of the acts referred to in subsection (2) (ii) where the integrated
circuit in which such a layout-design is incorporated, or the article incorporating such an
integrated circuit, has been put on the market in Liberia or abroad by the right holder or by
a person acting with the right holder’s consent or having an ecoromic tie to the right
holder; to this effect an economic tie shall exist between two persons where one of them
may exercise on the other a decisive influence with respect to the exploitation of the layout-
design, or where a third party may exercise such an influence on both persons;

the performance of any of the acts referred to in subsection (2) (ii) in respect of an
integrated circuit incorporating an unlawfully reproduced layout-design or any article
Incorporating such an integrated circuit where the person performing or ordering such an
act did not know- and had no reasonable ground to know, when acquiring the integrated
circuit or the article incorporating such an integrated circuit, that it incorporated an
unlawfully reproduced layout-design; however, after the time that such person has received
sufficient notice that the
perform any of the said =5 onl
time and shall be E=die to pas
such as would be =y=ble =G a freely negotiated license in respect of such a layout-
design;

the performancs <7 amy of the acts referred to in subsection (a) (ii) where the act is
performed in resoe= oF == idenfical layout-design which is original and has been created

independently == z == sa=;
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viil.  the use of an integrated circuit in which the layor=desicz i moorporated, or of an article
incorporating such an integrated circuit, in the body or gezr of aircraft, land vehicles or

vessels that temporarily or accidentally enter the jurisdiction of Liberia, or the importation
of spare parts or accessories for the purpose of repaizing soch aferaft. vehicles or vessels.

§14.5, Duration of Protection

The registration of a layout-design shall lapse at the end of whichever of the following periods expires
carliest:

Liberia, if the layout-design has not been previously expioited cominercially anywhere in the
world;

a) ten years counted from the filing date of the application for regism=tion of the layout-design in

b) ten years counted from the date of the first commercial exploitation of the layout-design anywhere
in the world, by or with the consent of the right holder;

c) fifteen years counted from the date of creation of the layoui-design.
§14.6. Application Requirements

a) An application for the registration of a layout-design shall be in writing and shall be filed with the
Registrar’s Office. A separate application shall be filed for each layout-design.

b) The application shall:
1. contain a request for registration of the layout-design and a brief and precise designation
thereof] '

il.  indicate the name, address, nationality and, if different fom the address, the habitual
residence of the applicant;

iii.  be accompanied by a copy or drawing of the layout-design along with information defining
the electronic function which the integrated circuit is intended to perform; however, the
application may omit such parts of the copy or drawing that relate to the manmer of
manufacture of the integrated circuit, provided that the paris submitted are sufficient to
allow the identification of the layout-design;

v.  specily the date of first commercial exploitation of the layout-design anywhere in the world
or indicate that such exploitation has not commenced;

v.  specify the date of creation of the layout-design:
vi. include a statement justifying the applicant’s right to the regisiration under Section 14.3;

vil.  include proof of payment of the prescribed fee.

c
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©)

d)

The filing date of an application for registration of a layout-design shall be the earliest date on
which the application contains at least the following:

i.  an express or implicit request that registration of a layout-design is sought;

ii.  indications allowing the identity of the applicant to be established or allowing the applicant
to be contacted; ]

1ii.  areproduction of the layout-design for which registration is sought.

Where the application does not comply with the requirements of subsection (b), the Registrar shall
notify the applicant of the defects through the Deputy Director of the Industdal Property
Department and invite him/her to correct them within two months. If the defects are not corrected
within the time limit, the application shall be deemed not to have been filed.

With respect to compliance with subsection (c), if the Deputy Director of the Industrial Property
Department finds that the application did not fulfill, at the time of receipt, the requirements, he/she
shall notify the applicant through the Director General inviting him/her to file the required
correction within two months from the date of notification. If the correction is made in due time,
the filing date shall be the date of receipt of the required correction; otherwise the application shall
be treated as if it had not been filed.

If the prescribed fee was not paid at the time of filing, the Director General shall notify the
applicant that the application will be deemed not to have been filed unless payment is made within
one month from the date of the notification. If the application fee is not paid within that time limit,
the application shall be deemed not to have been filed.

§14.7. Registration and Publication

a)

b)

4

Where the application complies with the requirements of Section 14.6 the Registrar shall register
the layout-design in the register of layout-designs without examination of the originality of the
layout-design, the applicant’s entitlement to protection or the facts stated in the application.

The register of layout-designs shall contain the number, title, filing date and, where indicated in
the application under Section 14.6 (b) (iii), the date of first commercial exploitation, anywhere in
the world, of the layout-design as well as the name and address of the right holder and other
prescribed particulars.

Any person may consult the register of layout-designs and obtain extracts therefrom, subject to the
payment of the prescribed fee.

The registration of a layout-design shall be published in the prescribed manner.
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§14.8. Invalidaticn

a) Any interested persom m=y request that the registration of a layout-design be invalidated on the
grounds that:

L the object of T registretion is not a layout-design as defined in Section 3;
H.  the lavour<cssign is not protectable under Section 14.1(b); or
1i.  where the iavoui-design has been commercially exploited, anywhere in the world, before

the filing of the =pplication for registration of the layout-design, the said application was
trme himit referred to in Section 14.1(c).

S e SRR E B
noL Sl wilion wis

b) Where the grounds for invalidation are established with respect only to a part of the layout-desi an,
only the corresponding part of the registration shall be invalidated.
¢} A request for invalidation of the registration of the layout-design on the grounds specified in

subsection {a} may be filed with the Liberia Intellectual Property Office or with the court. The

N

request shali state ibe grownds on which it is based.

d) Any invalidated layowt-design, or claim or part of 2 claim, shzall be regarded as null and void from
the date of the grant of the lay-out design, and shall be deemed as if it had never been granted. Any
limitation shall be deemed to have existed from the applicable filing date. In the event of a dispute
over the right to registration of the layout-design registration, the interested person may ask the
court to transfer the title to him instead of invalidating it. -

€) Any invalidated layout-design registration, -or part thereof, shall be regarded as null and void from
the date of the commencement of protection. 1

f) The final decision of the court shall be notified to the Director General who shall instruct the
Industrial Property Department to record it and publish a refersnce thereto in accordance with the
Regulations.

PART VI
ENFORCEMENT OF RIGHTS

Section 15
Enforcement of Intellectual Property Righss

§15.1. Infringement of Copyright and Related Rights

A copyright and related right is primarily to prevent an infrins=—== fro= occimring and preserve relevant

evidence in regard to the alleged infringement, including cultz=’ —— —=cinicez! expressions;
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§15.2. Infringement of Marks and Trade Names

a)

b)

c)

)

€)

A registered mark or a well-known mark shall be infringed by the performance of amy act referred
to in Section 12.6 (a) and (b) in Liberia by a person other than the holder of the right In e mek
and without the holder’s authorization, subject to the limitations and exceptions providad for in

Section 12.6 (c) and (d).

A well-known mark shall be infringed by the use of a sign identical with or confusingly simriar 4
the well-known mark without the agreement of the owner of the well-known mar Provigea that
the use of the sign in relation to goods or services would indicate a connectioz between those
goods or services and the owner of the well-known mark or that the reputation of the wal ¥mown
mark or of the owner thereof is likely to be damaged by such use.

On the request of the holder of a registered mark or of a licensee if he has requested the holder of
the mark to institute court proceedings for a specific relief and the holder of the mark has refused
or failed to do so within ninety-days, the court may grant an injunction to prevent miringement, or
an imminent infringement, award damages and grant any other remedy provided for in the general
law or under this Part.

A trade name shall be infringed by the performance of any act referred to in Section 16.13 {a).
The court may, on the request of any competent authority or any interested persen, group

association or syndicate, including producers, manufacturers or traders, grant relief where it is
satisfied that an act of infringement has been committed or is imminent,

§153 Infringement of Geographical Indications

a)

b)

A geographical indication protected under this Part shall be infringed by the performance of any
act referred to in Section 11.8 (a) or any use of a geographical indication by a party who does not
have the right to use the geographical indication in accordance with this Part, subject to the
limitations and exceptions provided for in Section 11.8 (b).

On the request of any interested person or of any interested group of producers or consumen , the
court may grant an injunction to prevent the unlawful use of the geographical indication, award
damages and grant any other remedy provided for in the general law or under this Part.

§ 15.4. Infringement of Industrial Designs

2)

An industrial design registered under this Act shall be infringed by the performance of any act
referred to in Section 12.6 (b) by a person other than the registered holder of the industrial design
and without the holder’s agreement, subject to the limitations and exceptions provided for in
Section 12.6 (f). '
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b) On the request of the registered holder of the industrial design or of a licensee if he has requested
the holder to institute court proceedings for a specific relief and the holder has refused or failed to
do so within ninety days, the court may grant an injunction to prevent infringement or an imminent
mnfringement, award damages and grant any other remedy provided for in the general law or under
this Act.

e X o
§15.5. Infringement of Patents

a) A patent shall be infringed by the performance of any act referred to in Section 13.10 (b) by a
person other than the holder of the patent and without the holder's agreement, subject to the
limitations and exceptions provided for in Section 13.10 (c).

b) On the request of the holder of the patent the court may grant an injunction to prevent infringement
or an imminent infringement and, where the infringer acted knowingly or with reasonable grounds
to know, award damages and grant any other remedy provided for in the general law or under this
Act.

§ 15.6.Infringement of Layout Designs

a) A layout-design (topography) of an integrated circuit protected under this Act shall be infringed by
the performance of any act referred to in Section 14.4 (2) by a person other than the registered
holder of the layout-design (topography) and without the holder’s agreement, subject to the
limitations and exceptions provided for in Section 14.4 (b).

b) On the request of the registered holder of the layout-design (topography) of an integrated circuit, ~
or of a licensee if he has requested the holder to institute court proceedings for a specific relief and
the holder has refused or failed to do so within ninety days, the court may grant an injunction to
prevent infringemert or an imminent infringement, award damages and grant any other remedy
provided for in the general law or under this Act.

Section 16
Civil and Administrative Procedures and Remedies

§16.1, Equitable Procedures

The court shall mak= avaiiabis »» Hght holders civil Jjudicial procedures concemning the enforcement of any
intellectual property right coverad under this Part. Defendants shall have the night to written notice which
is timely and corzzins sufficierz detail, including the basis of the claims. Parties shall be allowed to be
represented by imZ=pendenr legal counsel, and procedures shall not impose overly burdensome
requirements copoarming mansainry personal appearances. All parties to such procedures shall be duly
entitled to subse=rmizte their cizims and to present all relevant evidence. The procedure shall provide a
means to idec=T; znd protect confidential information, unless this would be confrary to existing
constitutional reg=—=merrs.
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§16.2. Evidence

2)

b)

The court may, where a party to proceedines before i has presented reasonably available evidence
sufficient to support its claims and ks specitied evidence relevant to the substantiation of those
claims which lies in the control of the Opposing party, order that this evidence be produced by the
opposing party, subject, in appropriste ceses = conditions which ensure the protection of

- confidential information.

In cases in which a party to a proceeding voiuniarily and without good reason refuses access to, or
otherwise does not provide necessary inicemanion within a reasonable period, or significantly
impedes a procedure relating to an enforcerm=nt acizon, the court may make preliminary and final
determinations, affirmative or negative, on i€ basis of the information presented to it, including
the complaint or the allegation presentad by the party adversely affected by the denial of access to
information, subject to providing e parfies 2 opporanity to be heard on the allegations or
evidence.

§16.3. Injunctions

2)

The court shall have the authority to order 2 party o desist from an infringement, inter alia to
prevent the entry into the channels of commerce in their Jurisdiction of imported goods that
involve the infringement of an intellectual property right, immediately after customs clearance of
such goods. The court may grant the order 1o prevent the entry into the commerce of Liberia in
respect of protected goods acquired or ordered by a persen prior to knowing or having

reasonapie grounds to know that dealing in such goods would entail the infringement of an
intellectual property right.

Notwithstanding the other provisions of this Secticn and provided that the provisions of Part VI
specifically addressing use by the government, or by third parties authorized by a government,
without the authorization of the right holder are complied with, the court may limit the remedies
available against such use to payment of remuneration in accordance with subparagraph (h), Article
31 of the TRIPS Agreement. In other cases, the remedies under this Part shall apply or, whers these
remedies are inconsistent with this Act, declaratory judgments and adequate compensation shall be
available.

§16.4. Damages

a)

b)

Where damages are awarded in accordancewith this Section the court shall order the infringer to
pay the holder of the right adequate compensation for the mfringement, provided that the infringer
acted knowingly or with reasonable grounds to know of the infriingement. The court skail alsc

~H - i

order the infringer topay for theright holder’s expenses, including appropriate attornev's feas

3

The court may order the infringer to pay for damages relating to acts of infringement fiat ooy
place:

L. after the patent application or of the application for registration, as the ees= —ay be =
published in the prescribed msnner; or

B

ii.  after the applicant of the registration gave notice to the alleged infring= =% == zam=x=
of the application; or

G4
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Hi.  after the alleged infringer acquired knowledge of the contents of the application.

¢) The request for the court to order the payment of damages under subsection (b) may be filed only
after the industrial property right in question is granted.

§16.5. Other Remedies

a2) Where goods have been found to be infringing, the court shall, wherever this is considered

remedies as well as the legitimate interest of third parties, order, without compensation of any
kind/type, that these goods be disposed of outside the channels of commerce in such a manner as
t0 avoid any harm caused to the holder of the right.

b) In respect of goods bearing counterfeit marks or geographical indications, the simple removal of
the mark or geographical indication unlawfully affixed shall not be sufficient, other than in
exceptional cases, to permit release of the goods into the channels of T B g ——

¢) The court shai] also, wherever this is considered adequate, taking due account of the conditions set
out in subsection (a), order that materials or implements the predominant use of which has been the
cregtion of infringing goods be disposed of outside the channels of commerce without
compensation of any sort in such a manner as to minimize the risks of firther mfringement.

§16.6. Information to the Right Helder

court shall order the infringer to inform the holder of the right of the identity of third persons involved
in the production and distribution of the infringing goods or rendering of services and of their channels of
distribution, where this would be I proportion to the seriousness of the infringement.

§16.7. Indemnification of the Defendant

The court shall order the persen 2t whose request measures were taken and who has abused enforcement
Procedures to provide © 2 defendant wrongfully enjoined or restrained adequete compensation for the
Injury suffered as a coasequence of such abuse, and to pay the defendant’s proce
appropriate attomney's fees

Ll

ural expenses, including

§16.8. Appeais

a) Any decision by the court in mitingement procesdings shall be subject to an appeal.

llow the procedure provided under the Civil Procedure Law of the Republic of

o) The appeal shail
Liberia.




§16.9. Furrher Sanctisns

Wher z person has been found guilty of an offence under the provisions of the intellectual property law
referr=d © in Seciion 15, the court shall, whenever this is considered adequate under the circumstances to
creste zmaiiective deterrent to further infringement, order the seizure, forfeiture or disposal of the
mirtmeing goods and of any materials and implements the predominant use of which has been in the

cormasssiom of the offence.
§16.18. Adnmistirative Procedures

To the sxtent that any civil remedy can be ordered as a result of administrative procedures on the merits of
such procedures shall conform to principles equivalent in substance to those set forth in this .

¢ o

Section 17
Provisional Measures

»

2) Tke court may order provisional measures to prevent any infrin gement or an unlawful use referred

to m this Section from occurring, or to preserve relevant evidence in regard to an alleged

mifringement.

b) In respect of any measure under this Section the court may require the applicant to furnish:

1 evidence satisfying the court that the applicant is the holder of the right and that the
applicant’s S

. rights are being infringed or that such infringement is imminent;

jith security or equivalent assurance required by the court to protect the defendant and to

prevent abuse;

1v. any information necessary to idemtify the goods concerned by the authority that will
execute the provisional measure.

\{ “’__,

In exceptional circumstances where any delay is likely to cause irreparable harm to the holder of
the right or where there is a demonstrable risk of evidence being destroyed, the court may order
provisional measures without giving the ofher =2y an opportunity of being heard. In such case,
the court shall give the parties affected notice of the decision at the latest after the execution of the

d} Where, provisional measures have be=s crdered =nder subsections (b) and (c), the defendant may
file 2 request for review with the cozrr within ren weeks frond the notification of the decision. In
the review proceedings, the cours <=7 give the n=rfes concerned an opportunity of being heard
and shall confirm, modify or revez= == decrsice within a reasonable period after the notification
of the decision.

N
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) Where the applicant does not initiate court proceedings leading to = decisicn on the merits of the
case within 20 working days or 31 calendar days, whichever is longer, fom e norificarion of the
decision ordering provisional measures or within any other reasonable period determined by the

court in the decision, the court shall revoke the provisional measizes soom the request of the
defendant.

) In granting a provisional measure in accordance with this section, the comrt shall request the
alleged infringer to lodge a guarantee to be able to continue in the use of the imvemtion, m order to
ensure the compensation of the right holder in the case that an infringement is finaily determined.

g) Where the provisional measures are revoked or where the court decides on the merits of the case
that there has been no infringement or threat of an infringement, the coust shall order the applicant,
upon the request of the defendant, to provide the defendant appropriate compensation for any

mmjury caused by the execution of the provisional measures.

Section 18
Border Measures Requirements

§18.1. Availability of Border Measures (suspension of release by customs authorities)

Where justified, and provided the conditions set out in this Section are met, border measures may be
ordered by the Director General to prevent the importation of goods bearing a counterfeit mark or pirated
copyright goods to enable a right holder, who has valid grounds for suspecting that such importation occur =
in writing by filing an application.

§18.2. Application for Suspension

The holder of exclusive rights in a mark or a geographicalindication or a copyright and related rights
under this Act, who has validgrounds for suspecting that the importation of counterfeit maytake place,
mayTile an application with theDirector General requesting him to order the customs authority to suspend
customs clearance of thosegoods.

§18.3. Reguest; Prima Facie Evidence

2) The application for suspension of customs clearance shall be presenied in writing and shall state
the grounds for the request.

b) It shall be accompanied by:

L. prima facie evidence that the applicant is the holder of the exciusive right in the mark or
geographical indication;

ii. prima facie evidence that his right has been infringed or that an infringementt is imminent;
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iii.

iv.

a sufficiently detailed description of the goods alleged to be counterfeit in order to make
them readily recognizable; and,

the prescribed fee.

§18.4. Content of Application

a) The applicant shall furnish all information necessary, a sample of the genuine goods produced by
or with the consent of the right holder, a sample or photograph of the goods alleged to be
counterfeit, or other means enabling the customs authority to recognize the said goods, in order to
enable the Director General to take a decision on the requested suspension.

b) The information furnished by the person appiying for suspension shall inclucié, if known, the .
following:

-3

il.

1l

iv.

vi.

the name and address of the importers and/or consignees of the goods alleged to be
counterfeit;

the country or countries of origin or manufacture of the goods alleged to be counterfeit ;

the names and addresses of persons or business entities involved in the manufacture and

distribution of the goods alleged to be counterfeit;

the manmer of transportation and the names and addresses of the transporters of the goods
alleged to be counterfelt

the port or ports where it is anticipated that the goods alleged to be counterfeit will be
imported into the territory of Liberia and presented to the customs authority for dispatch;

the expected date of importation and presentation to the customs authority for dispatch.

8185 Security

a) The Director General may require the right holder to provide security or other equivalent assurance

0

IT:

cover any liability on his part vis-d-vis persons affected by border measures where the said
measures are discontinued by virtue of an act or omission by the right holder or where the
goods in question are subsequently found not to be infringing;

ensure payment of the expenditure incurred in keeping the goods in suspension by the
custorms authority; and

prevent any abuse of the border measures or compensate in case of such abuse.
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§18.6. Procedure

a) The decision by the Director Ganers! @0 suspead the release into free circulation of goods alleged
to be counterfeit shali specify the pedod for which the customs authority will have to take action.

b) The Director General shall formeg his order without delay to the customs authority, and shall
notify the importer of the goods znd tha applicant with the order,

¢) The customs authority shall, upen receipt of the order of the Director General suspend the customs

clearance procedures for the alicgedly counterfeit goods.
§18.7. Inspection and Examiration of Geods

Without prejudice to the protection of confidential information, the customs authority shall allow the right
holder and the importer to examine the goods the clearance of which has been suspended, and to remove
__samples for examination, testing and smalysis_in order to substantiate their respective claims. 2

§18.8.Time Limit; Release of Goods
a) If, within a period of 10 working days after the applicant has been notified of the suspension of
customs clearance for the goods in question, no proceedings leading to a decision on the merits o*
the case have been initiated by a party other than the defendant or the customs authority has not

been notified accordingly, the goods shall be released, provided that all other conditions for
importation have been complied with. >

b) The Dircctor General may extend the suspension period by a further period of ten working days. A~
further extension may be ordered only if required under the circumstances.

§18.9. Review of Decisicn

a) If proceedings leading to a decision on the merits of the case have besn imitiated, the Director
General shall review, upon the request of the defendant, the decision with the view to determining
whether the measures shall be modified, revoked or confirmed.

b) Where the suspension of the release of goods is contimued in accordemes =ith a provisional
measure ordered by the cowrt, the period of further suspension shall be determinzd by the court.

Where no such determination has been made, said period shall not excesg 20 wizxang days or 31
calendar days, whichever is the longer.



§18.10. Destruction of Goods; Submission to Other Customs Procedures

a) The court may, where the conditions set out in Section 16.8 are met; order the disposal of the
counterfeit goods outside the channels of commerce in such a way as to preclude injury to the right
holder, without compensation of any sort.

'b) The following shall not be permitied in respect of counterfeit goods:
ng p D g
i. re-exporting the goods in an unaltered state; or

ii. placing the goods under a different customs procedure.
§18.11: Right of Inspection and Information te the Right Holder

After a positive determination has been made by the court on the merits of the case, the customs authority
may, upon request, without prejudice to the protection of confidential information, inform the right holder
of the names and addresses of the importer, consignor and consignee and of the gquantity of the goods
suspended from clearance, provided that this is in proportion to the seriousness of the infringement, znd
provide the right holder with copies of documents lodged in respect of such goods or with any information
or documents relating to any previous importation of identical or similar goods in which the same
importer, consignor or consignee were involved.

XXT. ~

$18.12. Compensation for Wrongful Detention

The court shall order the applicant to pay the importer, the consignee and the owner of the goods
appropriate compensation for any injury caused to them through the wrongful detention of goods or
through the detention of goods released by virtue of failure to initiate proceedings leading to a decision on
the merits of the case.

§18.13. De Minimis Imports

Small quantities of goods of a non-commercial nature contained in the traveler’s personal luggage or sent
in small consignments shall be excluded from suspension from release into free circulation.

§18.14. Goods in Transit

The provisions on border measures in this Act shall not apply to goods that are in transit in the territory of
Liberia, including those that transit through the territory of Liberia but are not intended for importation.

§18.15, Liability of Customs Department

a) The customs authority shall not be liable for any action taken or intended m good faith in respect
; of the release or suspension of release into free circulation of counterfeit goods including, in
particular:

1. any failure to detect such goods; and

1. the inadvertent release of such goods.
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§18.16. Appeals

An aggrieved party may lodge an appeal against any decision taken by the Director General on or in
>canection with the suspension or release into free circulation of counterfeit goods. The appeal may be
Tied within two months from the notification of the decision.

2)

d)

- reduces the judge’s discretion fo Ievy a far lesser penalfy/inadequate penalty.

Section 19
Criminal Sanction

Any infringement of intellectual property rights under this Act, if committed willfully and
knowingly on a commercial scale including copyright/related rights, shall be punishable by
imprisonment for a period of not less than one (1) year and not more than two (2) years, or by a
fine of not less than United States One Thousand and Five Hundred Dollars (US$1,500.00) and not
more than United States Two Thousand-Five Hundred Dollars {(US$2,500. 00) or both. This

The court shall take into particular account the defendant’s profits attributable to the infringement
when fixing the amount of the fine and may increase up to double the upper limit of the penalties
specified in subsection (a), where the defendant has been convicted for 2 new act of infringement
committed within five (5) years of a previous conviction for an infringement. l

The court may apply the measures and remedies referred to under Part VIIof this Act.

The court may also order the forfeiture of property used to facilitate the offense, including but not
limited to:

1. real property where the mmfringing activity took place,

ii. vehicles used to transpert infringing goods,

ill. intangible such as licenses, and

iv. equipment and devices used o execute the infringement.

Any person who knowingly makes 2 false representation of a material fact in the application for
intellectual property mgh=

regist==cn or in any written statement filed in connection with the
application shall be g=iry of an cfznce and lizble to a fine not less than United States Five
Hundred Dollars (USSZ243.06} and any person who knowingly makes such a false representation
on more than one occssion shall be pumsuab}P by a ﬁ‘le of not less than United States One
Thousand Dollars {I7S33819

both, for each occuzenes -':-f the f"-_s. ~spresentation.

S
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b)

b)

Any perSon who, with fraudulent intent, removes ot alters zmy aotice of copyright and other areas
pertaining to intellectual property rights appearing oa a copy ¢f 2 work or on a product in which
under this Act shall be guilty of an offence and liable o a fine of not more than United States Two
Thousand Dollars (US$2,000.00) or twice the value of the defendant’s profits attributable to the
mfringement, whichever is greater.

Any person who, with frauduient intent, places on any z=xicie 2 notice of copyright or words or
areas relating to intellectual property rights of the same purpost that such person knows to be false,
or who, with fraudulent intent, publicly distributes or imporis for public distribution any article
bearing such notice or words that such person knows o be false, shall be guilty of an offence and
liable to a fine of not more than United States Two Thopssad Dollars (US$2,000.00) or twice the
value of the defendant’s profits attributable to the mfringernent, whichever is greater.

No criminal proceedings shall commence under the provisions of this section if a period of three
years has elapsed following the action. :

“Commercial scale” as referred to in subsection {a), includes the reproduction or distribution,
including by electronic means, during the period of a year, of at least 10 copies of a work in which
copyright subsists under this Act, with a view to direct or ndirect ecopomc or commercial benefit.

SCHEDULE ONE

COMPULSORY LICENCE FOR TRANSLATION AND
REPRODUCTION OF CERTAIN WORKS

Interpretation
In this Schedule:

“qualified person” means a citizen of Liberia or an individual domiciled in Liberia; or a body
corporate incorporated under any written law in Liberia;

“research” shall not include industrial research, or research carried out by bodies corporate (not
being bodies corporate owned or controlled by the & vernment), companies, assoclations or

_ bodies of persons carrying on any business;

L

“purposes of teaching, research or scholarship” include: (a) purposes of instruction activity at =it
levels in educational institutions; and (b) purposes of aii types of organized educational activity.
License to produce and publish translations:

i.  Any qualified person may apply to the Intellectnal Property Office for a license to pro=—=
and publish a translation of a literary or dramatic work which has been published in sm—===
or analogous forms of reproduction for the purposes of teaching, scholarship or resear—=
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1.

1V,

An application under this paragraph shall be made in such form as may be prescribec ==d
shall state the proposed retail price of a copy of the translation of the work.

Every applicant for a license under this paragraph shall along with his applicaiion; deposit
with the Intellectual Property Office such fee as may be prescribed.

Where an application is made to the Intellectual Property Oifice under this paragranh #
may, after holding such inquiry as may be prescribed, grant to the applicant a Beense, not
being an exclusive license, to produce and publish a translation of the work in the language
mentioned in the application subject to the condition that the applicant shall pay t© the
owner of the copyright in the work royalties in respect of copies of the transizfion of the
work sold to the public, calculated at such rate as the Intellectual Property Office may, in
the circurnstances of each case, determine in the prescribed manner, except that the
royalties shall be consistent with the standards normally operating in the case of licenses

freely negotiated between persons in Liberia and owners of translation rights in the comniry

of the owner of the right of translation; and that the license shall not extend to the sxposi of
copies of the translation of the work outside Liberia and every copy of such &a=s

shall contain a notice in the language of such translation that the copy s available for
distribution only ir Liberia.

Subparagraph (iii) of this paragraph shall not apply to the export by the Government of
Liberia or any authority under the Government, copies of such translation in language other
than English to any country if such copies are sent fo citizens of Libena residing outside
Liberia or to any association of such citizens outside Liberia; and such copies are meant
tobe used for purposes of teaching, scholarship or research and not for any commerciai
purpose in either case, the government of the country to which the copies are exporiad bas
agreed to the receipt ordistribution orboth, ofthecopiesexporied to thatcouniry.

No license shall be granted by the Intellectual Property Office under this paragraph umsil
the expiration of whichever of the following periods is applicable one year from the date of
first publication of the work where the application is for a license for translation into any
language spoken in Liberia other than English, three years from the date of first publcation

of the work where the application is for a license for translation into Englisk.

No license shall be granted by the Intellectual Property Office unless De Imzileco=i
Property Office is satisfied that no translation of the work into the langnage = Smaston 5=
been published in printed or analogous forms of reproduction, by or with &= ==therzation
of the owner of the right of translation, or that all previous editions in that IEnsuage &= i

of print; the applicant has proved to the satisfaction of the Intellectual Pr==zzv Gffice thas
he had requested and had been denied authorization by the owner c===2copvmgnite
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procucs 2nd publish such translation, or that he was, after due diligence on his part, unable
to Tnd sach owner, where the applicant was, after due diligence on his part, unable to find
the owner of the copyright, he had sent a copy of his request for such authorization by
registered 2-mail post to the publisher whose name appears from the work, not less than
two moatbs before the application for the license.

yThe appiicant had at the time he submitted an application under this paragraph informed

any nzticnal or international information center designated for this purpose by the
government of the country in which the publisher of the work to be translated is believed to
have his principal place of business, the Intellectual Property Office is satisfied that the
appiicent I competent to produce and publish a correct tramslation of the work and
possesses the means to pay to the owner of the copyright the royalties payable to him under
this Act; a period of six months in the case of an application for a license for translation

o English or nine months in the case of an application for a license for translation into
any language spoken in Liberia other than subparagraph (g)(ii) of this paragraph or where a
copy of the request has been sent under subparagraph (g)(iii) of the said paragraph from the
date of sending of such copy, and the translation of the work in the language mentioned in
the application has not been published by the owner of the copyright in the work or any
person authonzed by him within the period of six months or nine months, as the case may
be the name of the author and the title of the particular edition of the work proposed to be
translated are printed on all the copies of the translation if the work is composed mainly of
illustrations, the author has notwithdrawn from circulation copies of the work; and an .
opportunity of being heard is given,whereverpracticable, to theownerofthecopyri ght in
thework.

¢) License to produce and publish works for certain purposes

L

Where, after the expiration of the relevant periad from the date of the first publication of an
edition of a literary or artistic work, the copies of such edition are not made available in
Liberia; or such copies have not been put on sale in Liberia for a period of six months, by
the owner of the right of reproduction or by any person authorized by him in that behalf to
the general public, or in connection with systemstic instructional activities at a price
reasonably related to that normally charged ir Libersa %or comparable works, any qualified
person may apply to the Intellectual Property Offics for 2 Heense to reproduce and publish
such work in printed or analogous forms of reproductar = the price at which such edition
1s sold or at a lower price for the purposes ¢f svstemanc imsmructional activities.

Every such application shall be made in s=== Srms as m=v be prescrib—ed and shall state the
proposed retail price of a copy of the wesx = 2e reprodn
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iii.

1v.

Every applicant for a license under S5s peragraph shall, along with his application, deposit
with the Intellectual Property Office sach fee as may be prescribed.

Where an application is made to the Im=liectual Property Office under this paragraph it
may, after holding such inguiry as mav be prescribed, grant to the applicant a license, not

eing an exclusive license, to produes znd publish a reproduction of the work mentioned in
the application subject to the conditions that the applicant shall pay to the owner of the
copyright in the work royalties in respect of copies of the reproduction of the work sold to
the public, caleulated at such mate as the Intellectual Property Office may, in the
circumstances of each case, determine in the prescribed manner, except that the royalties
shall be consistent with the standards novmally operating in the case of licenses freely
negotiated between persons in Liberiz zad owners of reproduction rights in the country of
the owner of the reproduction right, a license granted under this paragraph shall not extend
to the export of copies of the reproduction of the work outside Liberia and every copy of
such-reproduction shall-contam a-notice that-the copy isavailable for distribution only in
Liberia.

No license shall be granted to an applicant under this paragraph unless the applicant has
proved to the satisfaction of the Intellectual Property Office that he had requested and been
denied authorization by the owner of the copyright in the work to reproduce and publish
such work or that he was, after due diligence on his part, unable to find such owner, where
the applicant was unable to find the owner of the copyright, a copy of his request for such
authorization by registered air-mail post to the publisher whose name appears on the work
not less than three months before the application for the license; the applicant had informed
any national or international center designated for this purpase by the government of the
country in which the publisher of the work to be reproduced is believed to have his
principal place of business.

v1) The Intellectual Property Office is satisfied that the applicant is competent to reproduce and

publish an accurate reproduction of the work and possesses the means to pay to the owner
of the copyright the royalties payable to him under this paragraph; the applicant undertakes
to reprodh and pdbhsh ‘{he WoiK at such pm,e as may be fixed by the [uteﬂectual Property

of thesame standard on the same or smxlar abbjewsﬂ 2 pericd of 32x months in the case of
an application for the reproduction and publication of any work of zatural science, physical
science, mathematics or technology, or a period o @wes —orths in the case of an
application for the reproduction and publication of anv =ther work, has lapsed from the date
of making the request under sub-paragraph (v) ef ==s paragraph or where a copy of the
request has been sent under said sub-paragraph (v = == 23 ~erazreph, from the date of
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szading of 2 copy, and a reproduction of the work has not been published by the owner of
&= copyTight in the work or any person authorized by him within the period of six months
or three months, as the case may be, the name of the author and the tifle of the particular
eGmon of the work proposed to be reproduced are printed on all the copies of the
rezencachion ) the author has not withdrawn from circulation copies of the work; andan
opporimaty of being heard is given, wherever practicable, to the owner of the copyright in .

vii)  Ne license to reproduce and publish the translation of a work shall be granted under this
paragraph umiess such tramslation has been published by the owner of the right of
ransistion in a language spoken in Liberia. The provisions of this paragraph shall also
apply to the reproduc%iéﬁ and publication, or translation into a language spoken in Liberia,
of any text incorporated in audio-visual fixations prepared and published solely for the
purpose of systematic instructional activities.

d) For purposes of this paragraph, “relevant period” in relation to any work, means a period of seven
vears from the date of the first publication of that work, where the application is for the
reproduction and publication of any work of, or relating to fiction, poetry, drama, music or art;
three years from the date of the first publication of that work, where the application is for the
reproduction and publication of any work of, orrelating to non-fiction natural science, physical
science, history, mathematics or-technology.

e) License for domestic broadcasting organization

1. any broadcasting organization in Liberia or any qualified person who is the holder of a
ficense for a television or broadcasting station may apply to the Intellectual Property Office
for & Froease to produce and publish the translation of

1. & work referred to in paragraph b of this Schedule and published in printed or analogous
forms of reproduction; or any text incorporated in audio-visual fixations prepared and
published solely for the purpose of systematic instructional activities for broadcasting such
transiation for the purpose of teaching or for the dissemination of the results of specialized,
echz=c=: or scientific research to the experts in any particular field.

This Act shail =%e effect immediately upon publication into Handbills.
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2015

FOURTH SESSION OF THE FIFTY-THIRD
LEGISLATURE OF THE REPUBLIC OF LIBERIA

SENATE’S ENGROSSED BILL NO. 2 ENTITLED:

“AN ACT TO REPEAL AN ACT ADOPTING A NEW
COPYRIGHT LAW OF THE REPUBLIC OF LIBERIA
APPROVED JULY 23, 1997 AND THE INDUSTRIAL
PROPERTY ACT OF LIBERIA APPROVED MARCH 20, 2003
CONSTITUTING TITLE 24 OF THE LIBERIAN CODE OF
LAW REVISED, AND TO ENACT IN THEIR STEAD A NEW
TITLY, 24 TO B XNOWN AS THE LIBERIA
INTELLIECTUAL PROPERTY ACT, 20157,

On motion, Bill read, On motion, the Bill was adopted on its
first rendlng and sont to Committee Room on Thursday,
September 10, 2015

On motion, Bill taken frorﬁ the Committee Room for its second
reading, On motion, under-the suspension of the rule, the
second reading of the Bill constituted its third and final reading
and the Bill was adopted, passed into the full force of the law
and ordered engrossed today, Thursday, September 24, 2015
(@ 13337 GNLT.

2016

THIRD SESSION OF THE FIFTY-THIRD
LEGISLATURE OF THE REPUBLIC OF LIBERIA

HOUSE’S| ENDORSEMENT TO SENATE’S ENGROSSED
BILL NO| 2, ENTITLED:

“AN ACT TO REPEAL AN ACT ADOPTING A NEW
COPYRIGHT LAW OF THE REPUBLIC OF LIBERIA
APPROVED JULY 23, 1997 AND THE INDUSTRIAL
PROPERTY ACT OF LIBERIA APPROVED MARCEH 20, 2003
CONSTITUTING TITLE 24 OF THI LIBERIAN CODE OIf
LAW REVISED, AND TO ENACT IN THEIR STEAD A NI'W
TITLE 24 TO DI XKNOWN AS  THIE  LIBERIA
INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY ACT, 2015”

On motloh, Bill read. On motion, the BILl was adopted on ils
firgt rend;jng and sent to Commitiee Room on- Tuesday,
September 29, 2015 at 14:25 G.M.T.

On motion, Bill taken from the Committee Room for its second
reading. On motion, under the suspension of the rule, the
second reading of the Bill constituted its third and final reading
and the Bill was adopted, passed into the full force of the law
and ordered engrossed today, Tuesday, June 14, 2016 at 13:
05 G.M.T}
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SECRETAW LIBERIAMN-STNATE, R.L.

CHIEF CLERK, HOUSE OF REPRESEB@‘ATIVES



2016

ATTESTATION

“AN ACT TO REPEAL AN ACT ADOPTING A NEW COPYRIGHT LAW OF
THE REPUBLIC OF LIBERIA APPROVED JULY 23, 1997 AND THE
INDUSTRIAL PROPERTY ACT OF LIBERIA APPROVED MARCH 20, 2003
CONSTITUTING TITLE 24 OF THE LIBERIAN CODE OF LAW REVISED,
AND TO ENACT IN THEIR STEAD A NEW TITLE 24 TO BE KNOWN AS THE
LIBERIA INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY ACT, 2015” ‘

VICE PRESIDENT /@MHE REPUBLIO‘@FWRESH)ENT OF
THE SENATE

THE SE "RETA\RY fIBER[AN SENATE
I

THE SPEAKER, HOUSE’: REPRESENTATIVES

:':/;v\t 208 12 Sé%?%@h

THE CHIEF CLERK, HOUSE OF REPRESENATIVES, R.L.




SECRETARY OF THE SENATE

Whe Liberian Senate
CAPITOL BUILDING, CAPIT GL% MONROVIA, LIBERIA

FIFTH SESSION OF THE FIFIY-IEIRD LEGISLATURE OF THE
REPUBLIC OF LIBERIJA.

SCHEDULE OF SEI\ATE 5 BENROLLED B2 1 NO, 8, ENTIFLED:

“AN ACT TO REPEAL AN ACT ADGPTING A NEW COPYRIGHT LAW OF

THE REPUBLIC OF LIBERIA APPRCYED JULY 23, 1997 AND THE
INDUSTRIAL PRGPERTY ACT OF LIBERIA APF’ROVED MARCHI 20, 2003
CONSTITUTING TITLE 24 OF THE LIBERIAN CODE OF LAW REVISED,
AND TO ENACT iIN THEIR STEAD A NEW TITLE 24 TO BE KNGWN AS THE
LIBERIA INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY ACT, 2015

PERESENTED TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF LIBERIA FOR
EXECUTIVE APPROVAL. il X

G : s o
APPROVED TZIHS - //2,’! ' DAY QF ~HAL AD. 2016
AT THE HOUR OF /¢ 59 R /M-

oo Setond flat et

THE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF LIBERIA °
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